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We  are  the  people  in  your  neighborhood 

FSC  implements  plans  to  strengthen  community  relations 


by  Derek  Valcourt 
Strobe  staff 

FSC  is  taking  some  major  steps 
to  address  the  concerns  of  its  neigh- 
bors who  live  in  the  area  surround- 
ing the  college.  Two  of  these  steps 
are  new  and  include  the  Neighbor- 
hood Forums  and  the  adoption  of 
the  Good  Neighbor  Policy  (GNP). 

The  GNP  describes  the  college's 
expectation  that  the  students  act 
responsibly  when  in  the  college 
neighborhood.  It  spells  out  specifi- 
cally the  behaviors  that  will  not  be 
tolerated  when  students  are  off- 
campus. 

Violations  of  the  policy,  which 
include  large  parties,  disorderly 
conduct,  and  unreasonable  noise, 
will  be  subject  to  the  student  judi- 
cial system  and  the  city  courts. 

Consequences  stemming  from  a 
violation  are  severe.  If  found  re- 
sponsible, students  would  be  sub- 
ject to  sanctions  up  to  and  including 
the  loss  of  residence  or  suspension 
or  dismissal  from  the  college. 

The  policy  was  detailed  and, 
accordingtoVicePresidentforStu- 
dent  Affairs  Dr.  Charles  Ratio,  it  is 
important  that  the  school  be  dem- 
and up  front  with  the  students.  "I 
think  it's  good  procedure  and 
policy  to  be  clear  and  up  front  with 


FSC  is  striving  to  make  students  a  positive  part  of  the  neighboihood. 


the  students  rather  than  make  a 
general  statement,"  he  said.  "Those 
are  issues  that  the  college  and  the 
neighborsareconcemed  with  so  we 
decided  to  spell  them  out" 

The  Neighborhood  Forums, 
which  will  meet  the  firstMondayof 
each  month  throughout  the  school 
year,  are  an  extension  of  a  previous 


effort  to  address  the  concerns  of  the 
college's  neighbors.  These  meet- 
ings are  open  to  any  of  the  college 
area  residents  and  students  are  en- 
couraged tocome.  Representatives 
from  the  Student  Affairs  office, 
Public  Safety,  and  the  Fitehburg 
Police  Department  are  there  to  ad- 
dress concerns. 


Previously  the  school  worked 
with  neighbors  directly  through  the 
CollegeNeighborhood  Committee 
(CNQ.  Ratto  said  that  there  was 
low  involvement  with  the  CNC 
because  it  was  a  "committee"  and 
people  feltthatthey  hadtobepartof 
a  committee  to  attend. 

The  new  forum  format,  which 


works  to  address  problems  as  they 
arise  and  deals  directly  with  neigh- 
bors, had  an  excellent  turnout  at  its 
first  meeting  in  September,  Ratto 
said.  He  assures  that  it  was  well- 
publicized  through  mailings  and 
the  newspapers  that  anyone  with 
concerns  should  attend. 

Discussion  at  the  first  meeting 
focused  on  alcohol  related  prob- 
lems as  well  as  with  parking  on  city 
streets.  Ratto,  who  has  beenatFSC 
for  four  years,  said  that  this  meeting 
was  the  first  time  that  he  had  heard 
there  was  a  problem  with  speeding 
in  the  neighborhood. 

He  emphasized  that  the  forums 
and  GNP  are  not  the  end  of  the 
school's  efforts.  The  school  has 
also  increased  on-campus  pro- 
grams, revised  the  student  judicial 
code,  strengthened  the  alcohol 
policy,  and  hired  Fitehburg  Police 
to  patrol  the  neighborhoods  more 
carefully  two  nights  a  week. 

"The  feedback  we  are  receiving 
says  that  the  neighbors  are  pleased 
we  are  trying,"  said  Ratto.  "The 
people  keep  saying  we  are  making 
real  efforts  to  address  the  situation" 

"These  people  have  their  rights 
and  the  students  have  a  responsibil- 
ity to  recognize  them..."  Ratto 
added.  "We  as  a  college  have  a 
responsibility  to  our  town  area" 


Revised  SGA  constitution  seeks  approval 


by  Derek  Valcourt 
Strobe  staff 

The  Student  Government  Asso- 
ciation (SGA)  voted  to  approve  its 
new  constitution  at  an  open  meet- 
ing on  September  21. 

The  constitution  was  approved 
on  a  second  vote  afteritdidnot  pass 
thefirsttimebecause  there  werenot 
enough  voting  members  of  SGA 
presentatthemeetingtopassiL  The 
constitution  under  which  SGA  cur- 
rently operates  requires  that  3/4  of 
the  34  council  positions  filled, 
whether  in  attendance  or  not,  must 
vote  to  accept  the  constitution. 

However,  the  current  constitu- 
tion also  declares  that  all  class  trea- 
surers and  secretaries  have  no  vot- 
ing power.  Therefore,  even  though 
3/4  council  members  were  present, 
onry20hadvotingpower.  Thiswas 
not  enough  to  pass  the  motion  to 
accept  the  constitution. 


When  a  problem  such  as  this  one 
arises,  Article  IV  Section  II  of  the 
current  constitution  requires  SGA 
to  refer  to  the  book  entided 
"Robert's  Rules  of  Parliamentary 
Procedure,  Revised"  as  a  guideline 
for  procedures.  In  this  case,  how- 
ever, the  book  suggestions  were 
contrary  to  the  contents  of  the  con- 
stitution. When  this  happens  it  is 
customary  that  SGA  follow  the 
rules  of  its  own  constitution  rather 
than  the  guidelines  established  in 
"Robert's  Rules  of  Parliamentary 
Procedure,  Revised." 

According  to  SGA  President 
Linda  Peare,  the  problem  stems 
from  the  vagueness  of  the  current 
constitution  which  reads,  "Pro- 
posed changes  in  the  constitution 
may  be  initiated  by  a  3/4  vote  of  the 
entire  membership  of  the  council." 
SGAanditsadvisor.RebRebillard, 
questioned  whether  or  not  the  'en- 
tire membership'  included  secre- 


taries and  treasurerswhohaveaseat 
on  council. 

SGA  used  this  vagueness  to  pass 
the  constitution  by  including  secre- 
taries and  treasurers  in  the  vote  on  a 
new  motion  to  accept  the  constitu- 
tion, thereby  meeting  the  3/4  re- 
quirement and  passing  the  consti- 
tution. 

Peare  said  that  the  constitution 
was  changed  to  prevent  problems 
like  this.  "There  were  questions 
and  concerns  about  the  way  things 
were  done.  We  wanted  to  clarify 
the  constitution,  making  it  consis- 
tent throughout  the  document," 
said  Peare,  adding  that  the  old  con- 
stitution was  redundant  arid  un- 
clear. 

SGA  organized  a  committee 
that  went  to  work  changing  a  25 
page  document  into  a  four  page 
constitution  with  separate  bylaws. 
Peare  said  that  the  new  constitution 
(continued  on  page  2) 


Linda  Peare,  SGA  President 
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Disability  Services  obtains  computer  lab  through  grant 


by  Christopher  M.  Swift 
Contributing  writer 


The  Fitehburg  State  College's 
Disabilities  Department  was  is- 
sued a  $15,000  grant  to  purchase 
adaptive  computer  equipment  to 
be  used  by  FSC  students  with 
disabilities. 

According  to  Debra  Horton, 
the  Disabilities  Services  Coordi- 
nator, the  grant  allowed  the  de- 
partment to  spend  the  month  of 
June  renovating  and  installing 
Voice  Recognition  and  Voice 
Synthesizer  Scanner  systems. 

Students  who  are  visually  im- 


paired will  benefit  from  the  new 
Oscar  Jet-Scan  PrintRecognition 
Scanner.  Documents  can  be 
placed  into  a  scanner  and  read 
back  to  the  student  by  a  voice 
synthesizer. 

The  scanner  features  zoom 
text  which  can  enlarge  the  text  on 
the  screen  and  it  will  print  large  or 
braille. 

Also  new  this  year  is  a  voice 
activated  computer  for  students 
withouttheuseof  their  handssuch 
as  students  with  a  Stroke,  Arthri- 
tis, Multiple  Sclerosis,  and  Cere- 
bral Palsy. 

The  Dragon  Dictate  Voice 
Recognition  System  allows  the 


user  to  wear  a  headset  and  speak 
intoamicrophoneramerthantype 
text 

"Our  goal  is  to  be  able  to  main- 
stream these  computers  into  other 
buildings  around  campus,"  said 
Horton.  "By  adding  these  sys- 
tems, we  will  be  able  to  make 
learning  more  accessible  for  stu- 
dents with  disabilities  in  all  ma- 
jors." 

Along  with  the  new  systems, 
the  Disabilities  Adaptive  Com- 
puter Laboratory  has  IBM  and 
Macintosh  computers,  Large 
Print  Display  systems,  and  17" 
monitors. 

Disabilities  also  offers  many 


Grant  Center  opens  in  Hammond 


by  Kris  Ruberti 
Contributing  writer 


The  third  floor  of  the 
Hammond  Building  has  be- 
come the  home  for  the  Grant 
Center  and  its  new  director, 
David  Newton. 

The  center  is  responsible  for 
the  identification  and  procure- 
ment of  federal,  state,  and  other 
external  funding  to  supplement 
existing  academicresources  and 
theenhaneementofprogramde- 
velopment  as  well  as  research  at 
the  college.  However,  Newton 
feels  he  does  more  work  on  the 
federal  level  than  on  the  state  or 
private  sectors. 

There  is  now  a  greater  need 
for  federal  and  private  funding 
because  the  state  has  made  some 
cutbacks. 

The  center  functions  on  the 


basis  that  faculty  from  every  de- 
partment are  notified  of  poten- 
tial funding  sources  through 
campus  mailings,  newsletters, 
phone  calls,  and  mail.  Faculty  is 
welcomed  to  the  Grant  Center  in 
order  to  discuss  research  ideas 
that  they  may  have  and  to  get 
additional  information  about 
funding  sources. 

The  Grant  Center  should  be 
notified  of  all  possible  ideas  for 
funding.  It  is  also  important  that 
all  faculty  requests  for  funding 
sources  go  through  the  center  so 
that  they  may  be  reviewed. 

Although  it  is  not  Newton's 
job  to  construct  the  grant,  he 
works  closely  with  the  initial 
grant  writer.  The  center  is  there 
to  assist,  but  it  is  not  the  job  of  the 
grant  writer  to  conduct  research 
before  designing  the  proposal. 
Newton  and  his  staff  are  there 
for  assistance.    His  job  is  to 


establish  a  newsletter  that  in- 
forms faculty  and  administra- 
tion of  funding  sources,  contact 
the  sources,  and  edit  the  propos- 
als written  by  the  grant  writers. 

Each  proposal  written  is  sub- 
mitted for  review,  and  its 
progress  is  monitored  very 
closely. 

At  FSC,  all  departments  are 
on  an  equal  level.  No  one  de- 
partment is  in  greater  need  for 
funding  than  another. 

The  $15,000  Disability  Ser- 
vices Grant  was  obtained 
through  state  funding.  Doctors 
Rona  Flippo  and  Charles  Hetzel 
were  recipients  of  a  four-year 
Literacy  Grant  through  the  US 
Department  of  Education. 

'Tm  pleased  that  things  are 
going  well,"  said  Newton  "The 
college  has  madeacommitment 
to  the  Grant  Center,  and  you  can 
see  the  progress." 


11  Writtenby  Herself  • : 
A 12  year  labor  of  love 


by  Danielle  Sullivan 
Strobe  Staff 


Author  and  Professor  Frances 
Smith  Foster  presented  alecture  to 
FSC  students  and  faculty  on  Mon- 
day, September  13.  Her  lecture 
focused  on  the  discussion  of  her 
latest  book,  "Written  By  Herself', 
and  theprocessby  which  she  wrote 
it 

Foster,  a  professor  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  California  at  San  Diego, 
was  acting  as  a  consultant  to  the 
English  Department  concerning 
the  update  of  the  curriculum  dur- 
ing her  visit  to  the  college. 

"Written  By  Herself',  Foster's 
second  book,  is  the  first  compre- 
hensive cultural  history  written 
about  African  American  women's 
literature  before  the  20th  century. 
Foster  profiles  these  women's 
lives  and  their  straggles  to  voice 
their  opinions. 

Many  people  were  not  aware 
that  black  women  wrote  or  that 
there  was  an  audience  for  their 
literature.Through  twelve  yearsof 
meticulous research,Foster  dug  up 
proof  of  many  essays,  poems,  and 
letters  written  by  black  women 
from  as  early  as  the  17th  century. 

In  her  lecture,  Foster  profiled 
some  of  the  women  covered  in  her 
book  One  woman  was  Phyllis 
Wheatley,  who  was  kidnapped 


Frances  Smith  Foster 

and  sold  toa  man  who  used  her  as 
a  maid  but  also  educated  her.  By 
the  ageoffourteen,  Wheatley  was 
publishing  poems.  She  became 
politically  active  and  eventually 
won  her  freedom  through  literary 
fame. 

Foster  said  that  these  women 
recognized  that  they  were  not 
while  heterosexual  males ata  time 
when  nothing  else  was  accepted. 
However,  they  developed  tricks 
and  strategies,  such  as  pseud- 
onyms, to  have  their  works  pub- 
lished. They  were  also  encour- 


photo  by  Andrieime  Qaik-Sentiiiel  &  Enterprise 

aged  by  their  ability  to  envision 
betlerlivesforthemselves.  Foster 
described  herself  as  "a  messenger 
as  well  as  having  received  the 
message."  This  is  what  women 
strove  to  say  about  their  lives, 
enslavements  and  politics. 

Foster  said  that  through  her 
twelve  years  of  research  she  was 
able  to  overcome  many  obstacles 
by  the  motivation  she  received 
from  the  black  women's  litera- 
ture. Her  struggle  was  minuscule 
next  to  theirs— a  struggle  to  be 
heard,  understood,  and  set  free. 


support  services  including  peer 
advising,  support  groups,  note 
takers,  sign  language  interpreters, 
and  Telecommunication  Devices 
for  the  Deaf  (TDD)  machines. 

"Disabilities  has  been  working 
with  over  150  students,"  Horton 
said.  'Thanks  to  the  new  equip- 
ment in  our  Adaptive  Computer 
Lab,  we  can  make  learning  for 
students  with  disabilities  easier 
and  more  enjoyable." 

Horton  said  she  was  looking 
forward  to  becoming  part  of  the 
University  of  Massachusetts  at 
Boston's  Statewide  Adaptive 
Computer  Network,  a  network  of 
adaptive   computer   facilities 


throughout  the  state. 

"We  have  been  selected  as  a 
'satellite'  of  the  Statewide  Adap- 
tiveComputing  Network  and  are 
currently  training  staff  on  the  in- 
stallation and  use  of  the  new 
equipment  we  will  receive,"  she 
said.  "By  1994  we  will  have  an 
extensivecomputer  lab  which  we 
hope  will  attract  more  FSC  stu- 
dents, provide  opportunities,  and 
open  doors  for  the  disabled  in  the 
community." 

"I'd  like  to  thank  the  college 
for  their  support  in  allowing  the 
grant.  It  showed  that  the  college 
is  dedicated  to  the  students  and 
improving  learning  disabilities." 


FSC  receives  $150,000 
drug  and  alcohol  grant 


by  Jennifer  Scull 
Contributing  writer 


Fitehburg  State  College  re- 
ceivedatwo-year$150,000fed- 
eral  grant  to  improve  alcohol 
and  drag  education  on  campus. 
The  grant  given  by  the  Fund  for 
the  Improvement  of 
Postsecondary  Education 
0HPSE)  will  include  the  com- 
bined effortsofstudents,faculty, 
and  administration  in  an  attempt 
to  familiarize  and  educate  the 
campus  as  a  whole. 

The  college  has  hired  Holly 
Kreidler-Phaneuf,  a  recent 
graduate,  to  serve  as  the  coordi- 
natorof  the  grant  She  workedin 
the  counseling  office  at  FSC  for 
three  years  where  she  has  ac- 
quired many  skills  in  drug  and 
alcohol  education. 

Among  the  many  projects 
and  ideas  to  be  organized  are: 
National  Alcohol  Awareness 
Week(Octoberl2-15),in  which 
special  events  and  various 


speakers  will  highlight  alcohol 
related  issues;  a  peer  education 
group  with  a  focus  on  drags  and 
alcohol;  a  student  theatre  group 
named  "Dandelion  Theatre", 
which  bases  each  skit  on  con- 
temporary issuesrelevanttocol- 
lege  students;  and  different 
seminars,  speakers,  and  events 
to  increase  alcohol  awareness. 
According  to  associate  vice- 
president  for  student  affairs, 
Ann  Coyne,  the  college  already 
has  a  strong  program  intact 
based  on  the  Substance  Aware- 
ness Task  Force  and  the  Smart 
Choices  programs.  "This  will 
allow  us  to  intensify  our  efforts 
and  multiply  our  impact,"  said 
Coyne. 

"I'd  like  to  see  a  lot  more 
student  involvement  in  this  is- 
sue on  campus,"  said  Kreidler- 
Phaneuf.  "Ideally,  I  would  love 
to  see  the  attitudes  and  behav- 
iors about  substance  abuse 
change  on  campus,  that  is  not 
something  that  is  going  to 
change  overnight." 


SGA  continued 


contained  only  important  issues 
that  the  students  would  want  to 
vote  on. 

The  bylaws  were  separated  to 
serve  as  SGA's  rules  of  order. 
They  incorporate  rules  on  offices 
hours,  position  requirements,  and 
meeting  rales.  They  can  only  be 
changed  by  the  SGA  Council. 
"This  was  setupsothatevery  time 
we  want  to  change  something  in 
the  bylaws,  we  don'thavetohave 
a  referendum  go  to  the  student 
body,"  Peare  said. 

According  to  Peare,  this  will 
make  it  easier  to  change  a  bylaw, 
whereas  in  the  past,  any  minor 
change  would  have  to  be  voted  on 
by  the  student  body.  She  said 
students  didn't  want  to  be  both- 
ered with  such  trivial  matters  and 
now  students  would  vote  on  mat- 
ters that  are  important  to  them. 

The  new  constitution  must  be 
passedby  the  student  body  before 
it  becomes  the  official  constitu- 


tion of  the  SGA.  If  it  passes,  the 
constitution  goes  into  effect,  but  it 
still  needs  to  be  approved  by  the 
Student  Organizations  Commit- 
tee which  reviews  all  club's  and 
organization's  constitutions. 
Then  itneeds  tobeacceptedby  the 
Student  Affairs  Department,  and 
finally,  it  has  to  be  approved  by 
President  Mara. 

Peare  said  that  if  it  does  not  get 
approval  at  any  point  in  that  chain, 
it  becomes  nullified.  However, 
Peare  said  she  feels  confident  that 
it  will  be  passed. 

The  constitution  goes  before 
the  students  on  October  12-14 
while  the  freshman  class  elections 
are  alsobeingheldon  October  13- 
14.  An  open  forum  to  address  the 
new  constitution  will  be  held  Oc- 
tober 7  at  1:30  in  Ellis  White 
Lecture  Hall.  Freshmen's  All- 
Candidates  Hour  will  also  be  held 
during  that  hour. 
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Counseling  Services  aims  for  wellness 


Craig  Cucchiara 
Strobe  staff 


In  case  you  haven't  noticed, 
college  life  can  get  fairly  stressful 
and  we  are  all  subject  to  various 
sorts  of  crises  in  our  lives.  Fortu- 
nately, there's  help.  Fitchburg 
State  provides  a  center  for  stu- 
dents to  discuss  their  concerns  - 
ranging  from  relational  issues  to 
problems  dealing  with  alcohol- 
ism, sexual  trauma  or  eating  dis- 
orders. 

Counseling  Services,  located 
on  the  third  floor  of  the  Hammond 
Building,  is  available  as  a  free 
service  to  all  full-time  students  at 
the  college.  In  addition  to  regu- 
larly scheduled,  weekly  meetings 
(posted  here  in  the  Strobe's  an- 
nouncement section  and  around 
campus)  the  center  is  also  open  to 
students  from  2-3:00  each  week- 
day. Students  can  drop  in  to  dis- 
cuss whatever  problems  or  con- 
cerns they  may  be  facing.  The 
office  offers  five  therapists  who 
are  available  to  address  any  stu- 
dentissues.  Appointmentscanbe 
made  for  private  consultation 
with  a  staff  member  and  all  deal- 
ings are  confidential. 

The  center  is  an  informal  place 
and  students  need  not  feel  that 


COUNSELING  SERVIC 


Counseling  Services  is  here  for  all  students. 


their  problems  are  somehow  not 
imporlantenough  tobedealt  with. 
"We  are  open  to  all  students.  We 
don't  just  deal  with  people  who 
have  so  called  'major  problems' . 
Our  focus  is  on  wellness,"  said 
Donna  Goodwill,  a  member  of 
the  center's  staff. 

As  a  means  of  outlining  a  ma- 
jor focus  of  the  center,  Goodwill 
went  on  to  cite  the  example  of 
students  seeking  assistance  cop- 
ing with  ending  relationships. 


"These  people  are  the  ones  who 
develop  other  problems  -  such  as 
low  self  esteem  or  eating  disor- 
ders. What  we'd  like  them  to 
know  is  that  we're  here  to  talk  out 
their  problems  before  they  break 
up  arid  before  there's  trauma.  It's 
preventative  medicine." 

Students  who  may  be  new  to 
the  campus  anddon'tknow  many 
people  or  what  the  college  has  to 
offer,  or  students  who  are  just 
interested  in  forming  friendships 


Fie  photo 

outside  of  the  cold  classroom  en- 
vironment are  invited  to  attend  a 
weekly  Relationships  Group. 
"Part  of  college  life  is  learning 
about  other  people  and  building 
relationships  on  a  deeper  level 
than  what  you  get,  say,  at  a  party. 
We'rehoping  thatby  offering  this 
chance  for  students  to  come  to- 
gether they'll  be  able  to  learn  and 
grow,"  said  Pat  Buttner,  Director 
of  Counseling  with  the  center. 
The  group  meets  from  3:30-5:00 


on  Thursday  afternoons  in  B26/ 
27. 

Counseling  Services'  staff  is 
eager  to  address  any  studentorga- 
nlzation  or  class  on  issues  of  so- 
cial eoncem.  Their  service  and 
expertise  is  open  to  groups,  such 
as  sororities  and  fraternities.  In 
addition,  they  are  available  to  go 
into  dorms  or  classrooms  to  do 
presentations  and  workshops. 
Anyone  seeking  this  sort  of  con- 
sultation is  asked  to  drop  by  the 
office  and  to  discuss  specific 
group  needs. 

Students  are  also  invited  to 
visit  the  Counseling  Services  Of- 
fice to  read  over  the  various  print 
material  they  have  available. 
There  is  a  comfortable,  private 
lounge  where  students  are  wel- 
come to  browse  through  pam- 
phlets ranging  from  facts  about 
STD's  to  dealing  with  an  alco- 
holic parent  or  parents. 

Buttner  stressed  the  center's 
intent  on  affirming  each  student's 
importance  and  eliminating  "any 
experience  that's  less  than  nurtur- 
ing". By  developing  a  student's 
relationship  with  self  and  with 
other  people,  Counseling  Ser- 
vices is  helping  to  build  a  stronger 
sense  of  community  at  FSC.  It's 
a  worthy  goal  and  a  valuable  re- 
source. 


Wagner  named  Dean  of  Curriculum  and  Instruction 


by  Audra  Johnson 
Contributing  writer 


Shirley  Ann  Wagner  has  been 
named  the  Dean  of  Curriculum 
and  Instruction  of  the 
Undergraduate  Division  at 
Fitchburg  State  College. 
Dr.  Wagner  joined  the  college's 
faculty  in  1977  as  a  political 
science  instructor.  For  the  past 
five  years,  she  has  served  as  chair 
of  the  Social  Sciences 
Department. 

Her  new  position  is  a  two  year 
appointment  while  still 
maintaining  a  faculty  status. 
After  two  years,  there  will  be  a 
national  search  for  the  position. 


She  can  choose  to  apply  for  the 
permanent  position  or  return  to 
the  faculty. 

Dr.  Wagner  is  responsible  for 
the  curriculum,  majors,  general 
requirements,  and  for  how  the 
curriculum  is  taught  in  the 
classroom.  She  oversees  all 
academic  advising,  including  the 
Academic  Advising  Center  and 
the  Academic  Success  Center. 
Workshops  are  provided  for  the 
faculty  to  keep  them  up  to  date  on 
student  advising.  She  also 
provides  services  to 
accommodate  students  with 
disabilities. 

In  her  new  position,  Wagner 
would  like  to  keep  focused  on  the 
new  liberal  arts  and  sciences 


program  which  she  helped  to 
create.  She  also  wants  to  improve 
the  freshman  theme.  Thereisalso 
gotogtotemoremterdisciplinary 
courses  offered  to  build  more 
aspects  of  the  curriculum. 

Her  major  goal  for  the  next  two 
years  is  to  get  all  the  pieces  of  the 
new  program  running  smoothly. 
Decline  in  enrollment  has 
encouraged  some  new  programs 
to  attract  incoming  students. 

Wagner  said  that  most  students 
come  to  her  needing  waivers  or 
readmission.  She  said  that  she  is 
open  to problems,but  stresses  she 
would  like  students  to  come 
forward  with  ideas  on  the 
academic  program  and 
curriculum. 


Shirley  Ann  Wagner,  Dean  of  Curriculum 
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Jason  Koivu 
Staff  writer 


Caiyl  Sickul 
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As  a  service  to  the  members  of 
the  Fitchburg  State  College  cam- 
pus, the  Strobe  will  feature  on  a 
regular  basis  a  Professor  Profile. 
The  idea  istobecomeawareof  the 
special  resource  wepossess  in  our 
diverse  faculty. 

This  week's  profile  is  on  Caryl 
Sickul,  an  Associate  Professor  of 
Physical  Education  in  her  thir- 
teenth year  of  work  at  FSC. 

Sickul,  who  has  two  masters 
degrees,one in  Dance  Movement 
Therapy,  was  director  of  a  dance 
company  for  seven  years  before 
coming  to  FSC.  Here  she  teaches 
dance  techniques,  choreography, 
yoga  and  other  creative  arts. 

"Dance  is  exciting  as  sports,  if 
notmoreso.  I  would  like  to  invite 


people  to  explore  and  share  that 
energy  and  belief,"  said  Sickul, 
who  got  her  chance  to  do  thatover 
the  summer  at  the  White  Moun- 
tains Summer  Dance  Festival. 
Teachers  from  such  prestigious 
schools  as  the  Julliard  Conserva- 
tory of  New  York  City  and  the 
University  of  Washington  were 
also  on  hand  to  teach  the  students 
ballet,  choreography,  yoga  and 
weight  training. 

Sickul  choreographed  a  solo 
dance  called  "B  lanche  Comme  la 
Neige"  which,  translated,  means 
"White  Like  the  Snow".  It  will  be 
performed  at  the  college  for 
Dance  Movement  Therapy  class, 
during  Woman's  History  Month 
and  also  at  the  Cambridge 
Multicultural  ArtCenter.  Student 
choreography  will  be  performed 
at  the  Eleventh  Annual  Student 
Dance  Concert  in  the  spring. 


Between  school  and  dance, 
ProfessorSickul  still  finds  time  to 
pursueotheractivities.  Sheenjoys 
travel  and  has  been  to  Mexico, 
Canada,  Europe  and  Asia,  includ- 
ing Indonesia,  New  Guinea  and 
Polynesia.  While  traveling  she 
studiescultures,naturalsurround- 
ings,  and  indigenous  dances. 

She  also  enjoys  time  with 
friends,  hiking,  canoeing,  foreign 
films,  the  theater,  music  andread- 
ing.  Recendy  having  completed 
the  Freshman  Foundation  Book 
'  'Dining  at  the  Homesick  Restau- 
rant" by  Anne  Tyler,  Sickul  re- 
ports it  to  be  "very  good". 

Dance  movement  seems  to  be 
ProfessOTSickd'smaininterestin 
lifealongwith  her  husband  Doug, 
who  designs  and  builds  passive 
solar  homes.  She  believes  that 
"everyone  can  dance  if  they're 
alive  and  breathing." 
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Mentally  handicapped  form  a  winning  team 


RobHaneisen 
Strobe  staff 


It  is  9: 15  on  a  weekday  morn- 
ing and  the  Holmes  Dining  Com- 
mons at  Fitchburg  State  College 
is  filled  with  bustling  students  try- 
ing to  get  in  a  quick  breakfast 
before  morning  classes.  As  the 
students  finish  their  meals,  they 
hastily  deposit  and  sometimes 
throw  their  trays  into  a  small  open 
window  framed  in  shiny  stainless 
steel  that  leads  to  the  dishroom. 
Very  few  of  the  students  notice' 
the  large  strong  hands  that  take  the 
discarded  trays,  remove  any  pa- 
per and  glass,  and  then  send  the 
tray  on  down  the  conveyer  belt 
where  the  rest  of  its  contents  will 
be  systematically  removed. 

That  pair  of  hands  belongs  to 
David  Sawyer.  Through  the  win- 
dow you  can  not  see  the  charm 
beneath  David's  smile;  all  you 
can  see  are  his  strong,  thick  arms 
and  busy  hands  working  their 
hardest  to  keep  up  with  the  vol- 
ume of  trays.  Through  the  win- 
dow you  only  get  a  glimpse  of  his 
large  six  foot  frame  that  works 
with  an  enthusiasm  and  energy 
that  would  satisfy  any  boss. 

David  and  around  nine  of  his 
co-workers  come  to  work  Mon- 
day through  Friday  at  the  Dining 
Commons  from  7:30 in  the  morn- 
ing until  3:30  in  the  afternoon. 
They  work  in  a  hot  and  steamy 
dish  room  where  shirts  become  a 
sticky  nuisance  clinging  to  backs 
and  arms  that  are  constantly  in 
motion.  Dirty  dishes  and  trays 
littered  with  discarded  food  and 
trash  enter  through  the  window 
and  move  on  down  the  conveyer 
belt  like  cars  of  a  train  that  never 
ends. 

This  is  no  glory  job,  yet  there  is 
no  grumbling  or  complaining. 
The  eagerness  to  work  forms  a 
strong  bond  among  the  conveyer 


crew.  They  are  a  team  and  they 
are  all  mentally  handicapped. 

"I  think  they  are  great;  some- 
times more  dependable  than  stu- 
dents and  much  less  apt  to  refuse 
to  do  a  job,"  said  Dan  Auger,  who 
has  been  the  Director  of  Food 
Services  at  Fitchburg  State  Col- 
lege for  four  years. 

Fitchburg  State  currently  con- 
tracts the  Gardner-Athol  Area 
Mental  Health  Association  Inc. 
(GAAMHA),  an  agency  which 
provides  work  sites  for  the  men- 
tally handicapped.  FSCis  consid- 
ered a  supportive  work  site  where 
two  supervisors  are  placed  in 
charge  of  all  the  workers. 
GAAMHA  then  pays  the  work- 
ers according  to  their  ability  and 
the  amount  they  work.  Once  the 
program  is coniracteditrunsitself 
which,  according  to  Auger,  is  the 
beauty  of  it  all.  Any  disciplinary 
actions,  or  division  and  assigning 
of  work  load  is  handled  by  the 
supervisors. 

"This  is  a  training  program 
where  hopefully  some  of  the 
workers  will  graduate  to  an 
unsupervised  competitive  work 
site,"  said  Roberta  Graves  who  is 
one  of  the  supervisors  at  the  FSC 
site. 

"They  are  trained  to  do  every 
job  so  we  can  recommend  them 
for  other  jobs,"  said  Sandy 
Ballentine,  who  also  works  as  a 
supervisor. 

Graves,  who  has  just  recently 
returned  to  this  field  of  work  after 
a  number  of  years  has  noticed  a 
great  deal  of  improvement  which 
she  feels  has  to  do  with  the  coop- 
eration of  the  public  and  the  din- 
ing commons  staff.  "They  really 
care.  They  know  it  means  a  lot  to 
these  guys  to  be  in  touch  with 
other  people,"  said  Graves. 

Along  with  the  good,  Graves 
admits  to  seeing  some  ignorance 
on  the  part  of  the  public  in  dealing 
with  the  mentally  handicapped 


Holmes  Dining  Commons 

workers.  She  claims  that  some 
people  just  don't  understand  and 
because  they  don't,  they  are 
afraid.  Despite  these  exceptions, 
she  feels  that  most  of  the  students 
get  along  fine  with  the  workers 
and  some  even  know  them  by 
name. 

"I  think  there  should  be  more 
businesses  that  would  hire  these 
people.  Businesses  should  give 
these  people  a  chance.  A  lot  of 
people  don't  know  how  much 
these  people  can  do,  but  it  just 
seems  that  there  is  too  much  fear 
and  ignorance  that  stands  in  the 
way,"  said  Graves. 

When  talking  about  his  first 
experience  with  this  type  of  pro- 
gram at  Cushing  Academy  ten 
years  ago,  Dan  Auger,  then  Assis- 
tant Manager  of  Food  Services, 
said,  "I  was  very  reluctant  at  first, 
but  I  was  willing  to  give  it  a  try.  I 
suppose  there  was  a  little  fear 
involved,  that's  all  it  was." 

Now,  when  asked  about  his 


feelings  for  this  program  and  how 
it  may  be  improving  the  public's 
overall  image  of  the  handicapped, 
Auger  said,  "I  think  it  improves  it, 
but  I  don't  see  the  issues  I  saw  ten 
years  ago.  Most  students  don't 
show  any  discomfort  working 
with  the  handicapped.  I  think 
people  have  really  begun  to  ac- 
cept them.  I  am  very  impressed 
with  the  student  body  and  their 
behavior." 

At  1030,  David  takes  his 
lunch  break  and  eats  with  his 
friend  and  co-worker  Rick  Bras- 
sard. Rick  is  a  veteran  of  seven 
years  with  the  program  compared 
to  David's  six.  One  can  not  help 
but  notice  their  sense  of  pride  and 
happiness  as  they  describe  their 
jobs  in  minute  detail  and  talk  of 
how  at  the  end  of  every  summer 
they  look  forward  to  the  begin- 
ning of  the  school  year  and  work. 
"I  like  everything  here,"  said 
Rick,  "We  get  along  great  with 
DAKA.  They're  kind  to  us  and 
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we're  kind  to  them." 

When  asked  what  they  would 
do  if  they  did  not  have  their  jobs 
here,  David  responded  by  saying, 
"Nothing.  It'shardtofindajobout 
there.  I  look  in  the  want  ads 
and...it'sjust  hard  because  there  is 
nothing  else.  I  want  to  stay  here. 
Some  days  you  don't  feel  like 
working,  but  you  come  in  any- 
way. Life  goes  on  and  you  have  to 
support  yourself." 

As  their  lunch  break  came  to  a 
close,  and  the  students  began  fil- 
ing in,  Rick  and  David  and  the  rest 
of  the  crew  got  up  from  their  tables 
and  re-tied  the  maroon  aprons  be- 
hind their  backs.  They  marched 
off  to  their  own  stations  along  the 
conveyer  belt,  ready  to  snatch  a 
dirty  coffee  cup  or  sort  through 
silverware.  They  stand  ready  at 
theirposts  like  soldiers  on  aperim- 
eterguard,eachperson  an  intricate 
partof  a  working  team  that  gets  the 
job  done,  and  that's  all  any  boss 
could  want 


The  Weathervane: 
a  bland  disappointment 


byKathyQuinn 
Contributing  writer 


The  Weathervane  Restaurant, 
located  at  1290  Main  Street, 
Leomiiister,claimstooffer"qual- 
ity  seafood...and  a  strong  value 
for  your  dollar."  However,  our 
experience  forces  us  to  totally  dis- 
agree. 

At  the  Weathervane  there  is  a 
spacious  lot  that  has  ample  park- 
ing including  a  number  of  handi- 
capped spaces.  The  building  is 
handicapped  accessible.  As  well 
as  the  restaurant,  the 
Weathervane  offers  a  full  bar  and 
a  fresh  seafood  market 

*  We  arrived  around  7p.m.  on  a 
Wednesday  evening  and  were 
promptly  seated  in  a  large  dining 
room  that  is  connected  to  a 
smaller  dining  area  Thetableand 
chairs  were  reminiscent  of  the 
DAKA  cafeteria  at  the  college, 
with  steel  framed  stacking  chairs 
and  wobbly  tables. 

The  restaurant  offers  a  variety 
of  appetizers  ranging  from  fried 
mushroom     ($1.65/sm.)     to 


steamed  mussels  ($2.95/sm.), 
along  with  the  average  fare  of 
potato  skins  and  mozzarella 
sticks.  We  settled  on  fried  onion 
rings  and  mozzarella  sticks.  The 
onion  rings  were  hot  and  greasy, 
just  like  they  should  be,  and  the 
mozzarella  sticks  were  plenty  for 
two.  We  thought  it  unusual  that 
the  mozzarella  sticks  came  with 
no  marinara  sauce,  until  our 
waiter  came  back  with  the  sauce 
and  apologies. 

The  Weathervane  offers  al- 
most every  seafood  dinner  imag- 
inable, along  with  steaks  and 
sandwiches.  You  can  have  your 
seafood  fried,  baked  or  broiled 
and  combination  dishes  are  avail- 
able. 

My  partner,  Derek,  ordered  the 
fried  scallop  and  clam  combina- 
tion dinner,  which  is  served  with 
coleslaw  and  a  choice  of  French 
fries  or  rice  pilaf  ($10.95,  priced 
daily).  I  ordered  the  fried  lobster 
tail  dinner,  served  with  achoice  of 
tossed  salad  orclam  chowder  and 
a  baked  potato,  fries  or  rice 
($12.95,  priced  daily). 

Derek  chose  the  rice  pilaf  but 


instead  he  received  French  fries  on 
his  plate.  The  waiter  realized  his 
mistake  and  swiftly  returned  with 
a  cup  of  lukewarm  rice  pilaf. 
There  was  a  generous  serving  of 
clams  and  scallops,  which  were 
unfortunately  cold.  The  clams 
were  bland  and  dry  and  the  scal- 
lops had  a  rubbery  quality. 

My  salad  was  the  standard  ice- 
berg lettuce  with  a  couple  of  slices 
of  onion  and  a  few  chunks  of 
tomato  -  very  ordinary.  The  lob- 
ster tails  looked  small  on  the  large 
plate  and  the  batter  was  heavy  and 
greasy.  The  lobster  itself  was 
chewy  and  overcooked. 

A  noteworthy  fact  about  the 
restaurant  is  that  it  serves  every- 
thing on paperplates,  which  didn't 
bother  us  except  that  it  produces  a 
lot  of  unnecessary  waste. 

Including  drinks,  the  meal 
came  to  $48.65,  a  Utile  expensive 
for  the  average  college  student's 
budget  and  the  quality  of  the  food 
didn'trefiecttheprice.  Weleftthe 
Weathervane  aching  from  the  un- 
comfortable seating,  ill  from  the 
greasy  food  and  broke  from  the 
dent  in  our  wallets. 


THE  BARKING  DOG 
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Super  Low  Prescription  Prices 


[Coupon 


$  6.00  off 


your  next  new  or  transferred  in  prescription 
(Except  from  another  Walgreens) 


_  Limit  1  per  person 


EXPIRES  12/31/93 


The  Pharmacy  America  Thists 

Ask  our  Pharmacist  About  Contact  Replacements  and 
Chack  Out  Our  Low  Prices 


Save  $5 


On  Disposable  Contact  Lenses  or 
Replacement  Soft  Contact  Lenses 


EXPIRES  12/31/93 


CUSTOMER:  Redeem  this  coupon  for  $5.00  off  the  pur mase  price  of  24  or  more  disp 
able  contact  lenses  or  ?i  pair  ol  replacement  soft  contact  lens' ,  Only  one  coupon  per 
purchase;  yOu  pay  any  sales  tax.  PHARMACIST:  You  will  be  leimbursed  for  the  face 
value  plus  8t  handling  provided  you  record  the  prescription  number,  customer's  name 
store  stamp  and  the  date  of  purchase.  You  must  also  sign  the  coupon.  Void  where  pro- 
hibited. Mail  to:  Professional  Contacts  on  Call,  P.O.  Boh  46072.  Chicago,  IL  60646-962 


Prescription  # 


Customer's  Name 


Pharmacist's  Signature 


Store  Stamp 


It's  easy  to  transfer  your 
prescription  to  Walgreens.  Just 
call  (508)343-8329  or  stop  in. 
We're  just  1  mile  from  Fitchburg 
State  College! 
*Great  Service 
*Friendly  Pharmacists 
^Convenient  Pharmacy  Hours 
Rx  Hours  -  Mon.-Fri.  8am- 10pm 

Sat-Sun.  9am-9pm 


Tozai 

AM/FM  Cordless 

Portable  Clock  Radio 


$6.99 


$9.99  value 

1  per  customer 


EXPIRES  12/31/93 




Walgreen  Aspirin 

.39 


100  tablets 


1  per  customer 


Limit  2 
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Walgreen  Saline  Solution 

especially  for  sensitive  eyes 

16oz.  $129 


1  per  customer 


EXPIRES  12/31/93 


Tozai 

Predium  Grade 

T-120  VHS  Video  Cassette 
2-4-6  hour 

2  for  $3.00 


Limit  2  per  person 


EXPIRES  12/31/93 


October  6,  1993 


PAGE  7 


ALCOHOL  ABUSE 


West 

includes  AlasI<o. 

and  Hawaii  North  Central 


Northeast 


7.1  drinks  per  week 
53%  binge 


Average  Number  Of  Drinks  Per  Week 
Percentage  Binging  In  The  Previous  Two  Weeks 


THE  Crossword 


DiMnMilC'l  tiy   Iribiili.;  Mm 


By  Anthony  Rubino,  Jr. 


Kingdom 

ARMCHAIR  REHl 


Are  you  a  Wuss?  I  am.  Sure,  I  look  tough,  but  mere 
thoughts  of  activities  like  white  water  ratting  or  bungee 
jumpingmake  me  soil  myself.  If  you're  like  me.  you 
value  your  life  a  bit  too  much  to  throw  yourself  off  a 
suspension  briage  with  a  rubber  bana  tiea  to  your 
feet.  But  aoes  that  mean  you  can't  be  a  thrill  seeker?  I 
HELL  A/O/Here  are  just  a  few  ways  to  guicken  your    / 
pulse,  spice  up  your  life,  ana  be  an  ARMCHAIR  REBEL!  v 


Pay  for  one 

newspaper,  TAKE 

TWO  Idareyal 


Microwave  your 

frozen  dinner 

W/THOl/rpoking 

holes  in  the  plastic. 

Youmaniacl 


Fill  your  car  up  with 

gas.butDOWTturn 

off  your  engine. 

Younutyoul 


ACROSS 
1  Truck 

compartments 
5  Poet  Teasdale 
9  —  Marx 

1 3  Cosmetic 
ingredient 

14  Moses'  brother 

1 5  Nastase  of 
tennis 

16  Everywhere 

18  Denomination 

19  Comp.  pt. 

20  Concert  halls 

21  Crowds 

23  Informed,  in  a 
way 

24  —  fide 

25  Coney  — 
28  Woody  Allen 

movie 

31  Old  fellows 

32  Diamond  feature 

33  Haul 

35  Completes 

36  —  Island 

37  " —  or  not ..." 

38  Grandiose  story 

39  Actress  Carter 

40  Fiend 

41  Welshes 

43  Tell 

44  —  Scott 

45  Place  to  grind 
grain 

46  Depress 

49  "Wizard  of  Oz" 
dog 

50  Mama's  title 

53  Margarine 

54  Destitute 

57  Singer  Crosby 

58  Iroquoians 

59  Ms  Boleyn 

60  Studio 
structures 

61  Charter 

62  Mass  of  cotton 
fibers 

DOWN 

1  —  au  lait 

2  Author  Milne 

3  Dull  person 

4  Bering  or 
Coral 

5  Cut 
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6  Song 

7  Fishing  pole 

8  Cup-shaped 
flowers 

9  Blab 

1 0  Pub  orders 

1 1  Oriental  staple 

12  "—  Make  a 
Deal'' 

14  Did  sums 
17  Names,  e.g. 

22  Actress  Alicia 

23  Ram  —  (pour) 

24  Aromatic  herb 

25  Frosts 

26  Detection 
device 

27  Rustic  abode 

28  Globes 

29  Fragrance 

30  Shoe 

32  Extort  money 

from 
34  Dancer  Kelly 
36  Produce 
40  Fr.  actor  Alain 
42  Before 
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43  Moreno  and 
Gam 

45  Painter  Claude 

46  Cries 

47  "I  cannot 
tell  — " 

48  Fender  bender 


49  Romulus  or 
Remus 

50  —  Lisa 

51  Small  one 

52  Dele's  opposite 

55  Raw  metal 

56  Wipe  lightly 


THE  STROBE 


OPINION 

October  6,  1993 


PAGE  8 


The  Strobe 

FITCHBURG  STATE  COLLEGE'S  NEWSPAPER 


ERIC  P.  HELLWEG,  Editor-in-Chief 


KRISTI L.  WTDBERG,  Managing  Editor 
EDITORIAL  STAFF 

DEREK  VALCOURT,  News  Editor 
CRAIG  CUCCHIARA,  Features  Editor 
ROB  HANEISEN,  Opinion  Editor 
DANIELLE  SULLIVAN,  Arts  &  EnL  Editor 
MICHAEL  GORDON,  Sports  Editor 

KAREN  ST.  LAURENT,  Copy  Editor 
SEAN  KENNEALLY,  Copy  Editor 
ERIC  METZNER,  Photo  Editor 
PAULA  FERAZZI,  Photo  Editor 


JULIE  M.  OLSEN,  Chief  Production  Manager 
PRODUCTION  STAFF 

CHRIS  RYAN,  Production  Assistant 
SCOTT  REMJLLARD,  Production  Assistant 
CHAD  JOHNSON,  Production  Assistant 

OFFICE  STAFF 

JENNIFER  COVE,  Advertising  Manager 
MARILYN  DUNCAN,  Business  Manager 
ZEMRA  PANTTZ,  Public  Relations 
DR.  NANCY  KELLY,  Faculty  Advisor 


From  The  Editor's  Desk...     A  distortion  of  truth 


'Like  Mike,  if  I  could  be  like 
Mike." 

So  goes  the  refrain  from  a  popu- 
lar ad  campaign  in  which  a  variety 
of  youngsters  emulate  and  seek  to 
imitate  the  greatest  basketball 
player  that  ever  lived,  Michael  Jor- 
dan. The  murder  of  James  Jordan, 
Michael's  father,  has  caused  the  ad 
to  be  pulled  from  the  air,  and  the 
happy  refrain  has  become  tragi- 
cally ironic. 

James  Jordan  was  gunned  down 
inhiscarashesleptonthesideofthe 
road.  His  death  just  another  black 
man  killed  in  an  actthat  has  become 
thiscountry'sfavoritepastime,ran- 
dom  violence.  He  is  just  another 
black  man  murdered,  leaving  a  son 
fatherless,  a  scenario  played  out 
everyday  in  this  country.  The  dif- 
ference? His  son  is  the  darling  of  the 
sports  page,  as  American  as  apple 
pie  and  hot  dogs. 

Is  it  that  strange  then  that  this 
man,  MichaelJordan,  should  suffer 
from  the  same  epidemic  that  has 
become  so  inherently  American? 
No.  Tragic?  Yes. 

Florida,  a  land  equated  with 
epitomizing  America,  full  of  sun, 
beauty,  wealth,  and  success,  has 


become  an  example  of  the  under- 
side of  America,  an  underside  that 
goes  hand  in  hand  with  the  side  that 
everyone  sees.  Scores  of  tourists 
from  around  the  globe  flock  to 
Floridaforachancetogetawayand 
explore  the  land  thathas  brought  the 
world  celebrities  like  Michael  Jor- 
dan and  Madonna.  Unfortunately, 
a  few  of  them  were  shown  the  side 
of  America  not  on  the  brochures, 
and  travel  plans  gave  way  tofuneral 
arrangements."Giveme  your  tired, 
huddled  masses..." 

The  tourist  slogan  for  Florida 
that  was  scrapped  when  tourists 
started  getting  offed  was  "Florida: 
The  Rules  Are  Different  Here". 
Are  the  rules  really  just  different  in 
Florida?  Aren't  they  different  ev- 
erywhere in  the  US,  where  a  gun  is 
a  hell  of  a  lot  easier  to  get  and  often 
times  commands  a  great  deal  more 
respect  than  a  good  education? 

Solutions?  There  are  no  quick 
fix  answers  to  this  American  prob- 
lem; it  has  gone  on  for  too  long  and 
is  deeply  ingrained  in  our  society '  s 
fabric.  There  are,  however,  a  few 
suggestions  that  could  lead  to  dia- 
logue and  the  saving  of  lives. 
Namely,  tax  guns  and  gun  permits 


through  the  roof.  If  Clinton's  health 
plan  calls  for  a  75  cents  to  a  dollar 
tax  increase  on  cigarettes  because 
of  the  burden  they  areonthecurrent 
system,  shouldn't  guns  then  be 
taxed  heavily  as  well? 

Second,  outlaw  all  semi-auto- 
matic and  automatic  weapons. 
People  have  a  right  to  defend  their 
homes  and  to  hunt,  but  there  is 
absolutely  no  need  for  Uzis  and  the 
like. 

Lastly,  pass  The  Brady  Bill.  If 
implemented,  this  would  among 
other  things,  allow  for  a  21  day 
waiting  period  on  all  gun  pur- 
chases. Background  checks  could 
be  run,  and  lives  could  be  saved. 
Right  now,  you  can  buy  a  gun  at  a 
flea  market  in  Vermont,  no  ques- 
tions asked. 

Violence  permeates  nearly  ev- 
ery aspect  of  our  lives.  Until  the 
madness  stops,  there  will  be  thou- 
sands more  children,  be  they  from 
Germany,  from  Boston,  or  from 
right  next  door  who  will  "Be  Like 
Mike",  not  because  they  play  bas- 
ketball, but  because  they  will  have 
felt  the  sting  of  random  senseless 
violence  taking  away  a  loved  one. 


Time  is  much  too  short 


by  Mark  Wilson 
Contributing  Writer 


I  find  myself  putting  things 
aside  at  times  because  of  lack  of 
mental  feelings.  This  lack  seems 
to  inflict  discomfort  to  my  emo- 
tions if  I  do  something  at  a  time 
when  I  don't  feel  like  doing  it  At 
the  time  when  I  started  writing 
this,  I  didn'  t  feel  like  doing  it  But 
if  everyone  didn't  do  things  be- 
cause of  how  they  felt,  nobody 
would  do  anything. 

There  are  times  in  life  when 
we  don't  feel  like  going  out  with 
our  friends  or  family  members 
because  of  homework  or  work  or 
something  that  keeps  us  busy  in 
our  lives.  Workmustbedone.and 
sometimes  takes  up  huge 
amounts  of  time.  The  phrase,  "I 
have  no  time,"  is  most  frequently 
used  by  people  when  giving  rea- 


sons why  they  have  not  written  or 
spent  time  with  the  people  they 
love. 

We  might  also  not  be  around 
these  people  because  we  are  an- 
gry or  frustrated  with  them.  Of 
course,  this  happens  sometimes, 
but  what  if  you  feel  this  way  about 
somebody  all  the  time?  It  is  usu- 
ally easier  to  find  reasons  and 
complaints  not  to  hang  around 
certain  people  than  to  try  and  un- 
derstand that  the  reason  for  your 
complaining  is  a  character  flaw  in 
them  that  you  also  have. 

"We  can  always  get  together 
tomorrow,"  is  a  common  phrase 
used  by  procrastinators.  It's  al- 
ways hopeful  to  do  things  tomor- 
row but  what  if  tomorrow  never 
came?  For  19  year  old  Peter 
Kukala  it  didn't  He  was  killed 
suddenly  and  tragically  while  fix- 
ing a  car.  Many  people  die  every- 
day that  we  don't  know.  There 


could  come  a  day  when  someone 
you  know  dies  unexpectedly,  or 
maybe  it  already  has  happened. 
Death  always  seems  to  awaken 
people.  Death  and  regret  is  some- 
thing that  can  not  be  fixed. 

The  past  can  not  be  changed, 
but  the  future  can.  Itdoesn'tmean 
living  everyday  infear.butmeans 
living  everyday  day  to  the  fullest 
This  isachallengefor  you  andme 
to  try  and  do.  You  should  try  to 
make  time  for  the  most  important 
things  in  your  life.  Maybe  it 
means  cutting  a  few  hours  of 
work,  or  apologizing  to  someone 
we  have  a  grievance  with.  Sacri- 
fice is  necessary  to  get  anything 
worth  having.  Time  is  short  and 
we  don't  have  much  of  it  Work- 
ing to  the  point  where  we  have  no 
time  for  family  or  friends  is  dan- 
gerous. There  will  always  be 
work  to  be  done,  but  loved  ones 
might  not  always  be  there. 


i  "That  man  is  not  truly  brave  who  is  afraid  either  to  seem  to 
■  be,  or  to  be,  o  coward  when  it  suits  him  "-'"■-' 


by  Robert  Underwood 
Contributing  writer 


On  September  8, 1993,  an  article 
appeared  in  the  Worcester  Tele- 
gram and  Gazette  which  raised  the 
question  ,"Is  Brett  Whareavoice  to 
represent  Fitehburg  State?" 

To  first  clear  the  air,  Brett  Whare 
is  a  fictional  character  in  the  realms 
of  the  "Jerky  Boy"  humor.  His 
statement  made  in  the  Telegram 
have  sparked  many  different  emo- 
tions here  at  Fitehburg  State  and 
abroad. 

The  article  tells  of  a  student  be- 
ing stabbed  at  the  beginning  of  the 
school  year  at  an  off  campus  party 
in  Fitehburg.  The  article  goes  on  to 
say  the  name  of  the  accused,  the 
weapons  found,  how  they  arrested 
the  suspect,  but  when  the  Telegram 
went  to  interview  students,  one 
voice  spoke  out 

"It  was  a  melee,"  said  Brett 
Whare,20,ajunior  fromLowell.  "It 
was  nuts.  All  kinds  of  people  were 
throwing  bottles  and  people  were 
getting  kicked  down  stairs.  People 
get  dumb.  Everyone  was  cocked. 
Everyone  was  fighting,  people 
were  going  nuts.  I've  never  seen 
anything  like  this." 

Whare  goes  on  to  say  that  the 
fight  was  between  "two  people 
who  didn't  get  along  too  good." 
Whare,  unfortunately  was  the  only 
person  interviewed. 

To  have  insight  enough  to  see 
this  through  the  administrations 
eyes,  the  portrayal  of  Fitehburg 
State  is  in  a  state  of  melee  itself.  The 
teachers  here  struggle  everyday  to 
better  the  college,  and  bond  the 
students.  From  their  view  this  is 
another  mountain  to  climb,  another 


blemish  on  theimageof  thecollege, 
so  that  the  view  all  people  have  of 
Fitehburg  State  is  a  clear  one. 

In  the  same  aspect  the  students 
at  Fitehburg  State  should  see  Brett 
Whare  for  who  he  is  and  what  he 
spoke  for.  Whoever  he  was,  he 
meantno  harm  and  tried  to  show  the 
lighter  side  of  the  subject  at  hand. 
His  perspective  for  the  students 
shows  that  there  will  always  be 
violence  and  that  it  is  all  right  to 
laugh  about  it  The  general  consen- 
sus of  reply  to  Mr.  Whare's  state- 
mentis  first  to  laugh,  then  to  thinkof 
the  ramifications  which  follow;  the 
bad  reputation  and  most  of  all  the 
truth. 

I  laughed  when  I  found  out  Brett 
Whare  had  his  own  piece  in  the 
Telegram.  However,  we  must  all 
seek  the  truth  and  learn  a  lesson 
from  what  has  happened.  The  time 
for  investigation  into  the  real  iden- 
tity of  Whare  has  passed.  What  is 
written  is  done.  We  have  to  move 
on.  Behind  all  the  giggles  and 
laughter  we  must  now  seek  the 
truth.  There  are  now  people  in 
Worcester  County  that  picked  up 
the  paper  that  day  and  made  a  quick 
judgement  on  FSC.  Where  is  the 
justice  in  that? 

I  propose  one  goal  to  all  of  you 
who  read  this  article.  Think!  Don't 
believe  everything  you  see  and 
hear.  Make  your  own  decisions 
based  on  you  own  facts. 

In  conclusion,  I  ask  all  students 
to  question  authority  and  take  noth- 
ing for  granted,  for  how  many 
thoughts  in  your  head  could  be  false 
from  misleading  articles  like  Brett 
Whare's?  Trust  is  a  big  word  today 
and  wise  people  know  you  can  not 
trust  everyone.  So  know  your  be- 
tiefs,questioneverything,evenme. 
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The  Middle  East  Peace  Accord 


A  dilemma  solved  by  necessities 


byAliEnishi,Ph.D. 
Professor  of  Physics  and 
Philosophy 

War  is  dumb.  Like  alcoholism 
and  toxic  waste,  it  is  a  nasty  plague 
that  people  inflict  on  themselves 
and  each  other.  I  am  not  talking 
about  the  inalienable  right  for  self- 
defense.  I  am  talking  about  the 
industrious  use  of  violence  to 
achieve  ulterior  political  objec- 
tives. War  is  cruel,  cowardly  and 
degenerate  and  whenever  peace 
takes  place  we  should  rejoice. 

True  peace,  however,  is  more 
than  a  political  event  It  is  goodwill 
towards  former  enemies.  The  mo- 
tives behind  silencing  the  guns  is 
what  distinguishes  peace  from 


truce.  Unless  there  is  a  heartfelt 
commitment  to  peaceful  coexist- 
ence, the  peace  initiative  between 
Israelis  and  Palestinians  will  be 
short-lived.  In  the  absence  of  edu- 
cation, all  enterprises  are  null  and 
void. 

Since  this  peace  is  yet  another 
confirmation  of  the  principle  "di- 
lemmas solved  by  necessities",  I 
am  optimistic  that  it  will  prevail. 
The  following  are  a  number  of  con- 
ditions which  most  Arabs  and  Mus- 
lims may  think  necessary  for  irre- 
versible peace  -  God  only  knows  if 
they  re  also  sufficient 

1 .  The  practice  of  using  biblical 
accounts  to  draw  up  the  sovereign 
boundaries  of  any  nation  must  be 
renounced.  Holy  books  were  not 


intended  as  political  maps  for  the 
generals  to  pursue. 

2.  An  independent  Palestinian 
state  must  be  established.  Consid- 
ering the  military  superiority  of  Is- 
rael, together  with  the  United 
States'  commitment  to  its  sover- 
eignty, such  a  Palestinian  state  will 
not  be  any  more  threatening  to  Is- 
rael thanlsraersother  more  power- 
ful neighbors  -  whom  it  consis- 
tently defeated. 

3.  A  serious  effort  must  be  made 
to  go  beyond  the  accidental  in  the 
history  of  the  Palestinians  (e.g.  spo- 
radic acts  of  violence)  to  die  essen- 
tials of  their  predicament  It  is  the 
predicament  of  a  people  who  had 
been  dispossessed  of  their  land  and 
national  identity  and  suffered  great 


injustice  and  so  much  deprivation. 
It  is  the  responsibility  of  all  those 
who  contributed  to  the  plight  of  the 
Palestinians  to  restore  hope  among 
them. 

Around  1911,  the  American 
philosopher,  William  James  envi- 
sioned his  "moral  equivalent  to 
war"  as  an  attempt  to  offer  "better 
substitutes"  to  "the  glory  and 
shame  that  comes  to  nations  as  well 
as  to  individuals  from  the  ups  and 
downs  of  politics  and  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  trade".  A  socioeconomical 
program  which  serves  as  a  "moral 
equivalent  to  war"  is  dearly  needed 
if  the  peace  is  to  survive  the  bad  old 
habits  of  warring  and  mistrust 

In  the  same  way  justice  is  a 
prerequisite  for  true  peace,  true 


Delighted  and  distressed  in  a  time  of  peace 


by  Jonathan  Panitz 
Contributing  writer 


For  as  far  back  as  I  can  remem- 
ber, I  harbored  a  particular  distrust 
and  general  animosity  for  the  en- 
emies of  the  State  of  Israel  and  the 
enemies  of  the  Jewish  people.  I 
focused  this  against  those  who  sup- 
ported the  terrorist  campaigns 
against  Israel  and  all  those  who  lent 
support  to  the  murder  and  destruc- 
tion of  innocent  men,  women,  and 
children.  The  victory  of  the  Sinai 
Campaign,  the  Six  Day  War,  fol- 
lowed by  near  defeat  in  September 
of  1973,  convinced  me  that  the 


Arab  armies  could  lose  any  number 
of  wars  and  still  come  back  Now, 
the  news  of  peace  between  bitter 
enemies  has  me  both  elated  and 
distressed. 

I  am  delighted  because  it  might 
mean  that  Israeli  fathers,  sons, 
daughters  and  mothers  need  no 
longer  fear  immanent  battle.  I  am 
delighted  because  it  might  mean 
that  Israel,  which  spends  moreof  its 
per  capita  dollar  on  defense  than 
any  other  item,  might  free  up 
money  for  medicine,  technology, 
and  social  programs.  I  am  delighted 
because  it  might  mean  that  Pales- 
tinian youth  will  no  longer  learn  to 
count  to  ten  by  listing  how  many 


dead  Israelis  they  have  seen.  I  am 
delighted  because  it  might  mean 
that  Palestinian  mothers  will  no 
longer  have  to  worry  where  their 
children  will  grow  up.  Finally,  I  am 
delighted  that  the  combined  pow- 
ers of  peace  loving  Arabs  and  Israe- 
lis might  turn  the  tide  against  all 
those  who  reject  the  peace. 

I  am  distressed  because  I  won- 
der how  all  the  fractious  Palestinian 
groups  will  bend  to  Yassir  Arafat's 
will.  I  am  distressed  because  the 
Western  mind  simply  does  not 
think  nor  react  as  does  the  Arab 
mind.  This  distinction  bears  impact 
upon  an  immediate  peace  which  in 
Western  terminology  means  a  ces- 


sation of  hostilities.  For  the  Middle 
Intern  Arab  mind,  it  bears  greater 
impact  upon  the  peace  of  tomorrow 
and  not  of  today. 

Specifically,  what  are  the  real 
goals  of  the  Palestinian  leaders? 
What  is  meant  when  Jericho  is 
touted  as  the  return  of  the  West 
Bank?  What  will  happen  to  the 
peace  if  Arafat  should  become  a 
martyr  to  his  people?  These  ques- 
tions are  just  a  preview  of  the  static 
and  discord  which  might  ensue. 

It  would  be  intoxicating  to  think 
that  the  new  peace  will  be  a  quick 
fix  to  a  region  which  has  spent  the 
past  two  thousand  years  fighting 
over  an  area  of  land  no  lareer  than 


peace,  at  times,  is  a  prerequisite  for 
justice.  It  allows  former  enemies  to 
get  to  know  each  other  and  thus 
learn  to  meet  each  other  half  way. 
That  is  what  justice  is  all  about 
meeting  "others"  half  way. 
Throughout  the  years  a  good  num- 
ber of  conflictmongers  have  in- 
vested so  much  in  the  conflict  Most 
of  those  did  not  live  the  daily  condi- 
tions of  the  conflict  and  a  few,  if 
any,  have  lost  any  children  to  it 
May  those  who  paid,  and  are  pay- 
ing,  the  price  of  their  conflict  not  let 
the  merchants  of  death  come  be- 
tween them  and  kill  the  peace.  May 
the  sweet  sound  of  peace  delight 
the  hearts  of  my  people,  Jews, 
Christians  and  Muslims,  together 
once  and  for  all. 


the  state  of  New  Jersey.  Only  the 
most  naive  individuals  could  hold 
this  opinion.  I  must  reserve  my 
elation  until  the  thorny  issues  of 
economic  cooperation,  border  con- 
trols, local  militia  jurisdiction,  wa- 
tershed control,  safeguards  against 
terrorist  activity,  and  much  more 
are  resolved  by  the  parties  in- 
volved. 

It  would  also  be  foolish  for  Israel 
to  relax  its  security  posture.  History 
has  shown  that  she  can  not  do  this. 
I  am  simultaneously  elated  and 
distressed.  I  must  reserve  my  judg- 
mentandawaitthepeaceofthelong 
haul. 
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ITS  VACATION  GIVE  -  AWAY 
EVERY  FRIDAY  &  SATURDAY 

FREEPORT,  GRAND  BAHAMAS 
ROUND  TRD?  AD*  FARE  AND  HOTEL 


NIGHTLY  DRAWINGS 

ALL  YOU  HAVE  TO  DO 
IS  SHOW  UP  BEFORE  10:30PM 

VACATION 

VALDD  FOR  ONE  YEAR 
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Wednesday,  October  6th 
SPECIAL  COLLEGE  PARTY 

$1 .00  OFF  with  coupon  and  FSC  ID 
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Featuring  in  their  only  area  performance 

THE 


Performing  hit  songs  such  as: 
She  Makes  Me  Feel  Big,  Life  Sucks  Then  You  Die,  Psycho  Chicken, 

and  other  zany  hits. 

*  First  Come,  First  Serve 

*  Doors  open  at  7:00  pm 
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The  real  joke 


by  Rob  Haneisen 
Strobe  Staff 


Sometimes  world  events  seem 
so  ludicrous  and  backwards  that 
you  have  to  stop  and  laugh.  We 
laugh  at  other  people's  pain  be- 
cause at  least  it's  not  happening  to 
us.Wedon'thavetodealwiththe 
consequences  or  wonder  how  to 
getoutofapainfuljamthatstrang- 
ers  would  perceive  to  be  humor- 
ous. 

Such  is  the  case  in  Russia  these 
days  with  their  current  state  of 
pohucalinstability.First,Russian 
^Parliament  fires  the  Russian 
'President,  Boris  Yeltsin,  because 
theybelieveheisnotdoingagood 
enough  job.  Yeltsin  retaliates  by 
firing  Russian  Parliament  be- 
cause they  arestandingin  the  way 
of  his  democratic  reforms.  Then, 
Russian  conservative  leader  and 
Vice  President,  Alexander 
Rutskoi,  claims  that  he  is  now 
President  of  Russia  and  refuses  to 
leave  the  Russian  White  House, 
along  with  about  100  of  his  hard 
line  supporters,  until  he  is  recog- 
nized as  President. 

After  laughing  for  a  bit  or  at 
least  chuckling  as  you  read  the 


news  clippings,  one  has  to  feel 
sorry  for  the  Russian  people.Less 
than  ten  years  ago,  they  were  a 
world  super  power,  feared  by  the 
democratic  nations  of  the  world. 
Their  national  symbol  was  the 
mighty  and  powerful  Russian 
bear.  Now,  they  are  the  laughing- 
stock of  the  entire  world.  The 
Soviet  Union  collapsed,  leaving 
behind  a  confused  lot  of  people, 
blinded  by  freedom  and  theambi- 
tion  to  achieve  success  in  world 
economics,  something  they  will 
never  achieve  without  knowl- 
edge and  central  leadership.  The 
mighty  bear  armed  with  a  ham- 
mer and  sickle  has  been  replaced 
by  a  hyena  gnawing  on  the  bones 
of  an  era  gone  by. 

And  so,  the  American  people 
laugh  at  themisfortuneoftheir  not 
so  long  ago  dreaded  enemies. 
How  ironic  that  the  real  joke  is  on 
us.  The  real  humor  is  how  the 
American  public  can  forget  that 
we  gave  this  country  $1.6  billion 
in  economic  aid  last  spring.  Now, 
when  I  give  money  to  somebody 
I  know  who  I'm  giving  it  to.  We 
should  care  who  we  give  our 
money  to.  With  the  current  situa- 
tion in  the  Kremlin,  how  can  we 
know  where,  or  to  whom,  our  ill 


advised  aid  package  money  is 
going  to?  A  bank  wouldn't  lend 
money  to  a  business  with  a  trend 
for  instability,  so  why  should  we? 
Especially  when  you  consider  the 
bank,  being  ourselves,  is  already 
billions  of  dollars  in  debt 

So  laugh  all  you  want, 
America,  at  the  pain  in  Russia.  At 
least  it  couldn't  happen  here, 
right?  Imagine  if  it  could?  Imag- 
ine how  funny  it  would  be  if  Con- 
gress decided  not  pass  Clinton's 
National  Health  Plan  and  Clinton 
decided  to  fire  Congress  because 
his  wife,  Queen  Hillary,  wouldbe 
so  upset  that  ha  precious  baby 
was  shot  down  by  evil,  cold  - 
hearted  legislators  led  by  an 
unrepentant  Bob  Dole.  Not  that  I 
have  anything  against  national 
health  insurance,  but  since  when 
does  the  First  Lady  have  any  offi- 
cialpoliucalpower?  MaybeifBill 
died,  Hillary  would  ascend  to  of- 
fice, claiming  that  she  has  filled 
the  role  of  Vice  President  and 
therefore  should  take  over  in  her 
husband's  place. 

This  Utile  quip  may  be 
fantastical,  but  if  it  really  hap- 
penedl  bet  the  Russians  wouldbe 
laughing,  as  long  as  they  still  got 
their  money. 
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1994  BSN 
STUDENTS. 
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Enter  the  Air  Force 
immediately  after  gradua- 
tion —  without  waiting  for  the 
results  of  your  State  Boards.  You 
can  earn  great  benefits  as  an  Air 
Force  nurse  officer.  And  if  selected 
during  your  senior  year,  you  may 
qualify  for  a  five-month  internship 
at  a  major  Air  Force  medical  facili- 
ty. To  apply,  you'll  need  an  overall 
2.50  GPA.  Serve  your  country 
while  you  serve  your  career. 

USAF  HEALTH  PROFESSIONS 
TOLL  FREE 

1-800-423-USAF 
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Announcements 


Sponsor  sheets  and  information  for  the  "Stepping  Forward 
AIDS  BENEFIT  Walk"  on  Sunday,  October  lfcan  be 

Sicked  up  at  the  Upward  Bound  office,  rm.  258,  Cordon 
lusic  building.  Call  Carol  McFarland,  ext  3439  for  any 
questions. 

The  Early  Childhood  Club  will  meet  on  October  7th  in 
McKay  Room  179  at  1 :30.  The  topic  will  be  Lesson  Plans 
with  Dr.  Strader.  Please  join  us! 

Audio  compact  discs  are  available  in  the  library  for  student 
use.  These  discs  are  listed  in  the  OPAC  -Online  public 
access  catalogs  -  computers  located  in  the  middle  of  the  first 
floor  of  die  library.  These  discs  are  arranged  by  call  number 
and  are  available  at  die  Circulation  Desk.  There  is  a  compact 
disc  player  on  the  3rd  floor  and  headphones  are  needed 
which  are  also  available  at  the  Circulation  Desk.  Audio 
compact  discs  can  be  checked  out  for  four  weeks  so  be  sure 
to  bring  your  FSC  LD.  card. 

The  Peace  Corps  will  be  holding  an  informational  meeting 
Thursday,  October  14th,  from  10:00  -  5:00  in  G-Lobby  of 
die  Hammond  Building.  A  film  seminar  will  be  held  on 
Thursday  October  14th  at  12:00  noon  or  5:00  pm  in  Room 
G04.  Call  1-800-648-8052  for  more  information. 

Fitchburg  State  College  and  the  Worcester  Center  for  Crafts 
have  announced  a  joint  degree  program  that  will  allow 
people  to  combine  the  study  ofliberal  arts  and  sciences  with 
extensive  craftwork.  Participants  will  spend  die  first  two 
years  completing  the  liberal  arts  and  sciences  portion  of  the 
program  at  Rtehburg  State  and  the  second  two  years 
studying  their  chosen  medium  at  the  Center.  For  more 
information,  call  the  Worcester  Center  for  Crafts  at  (508) 
753-8183  or  FSC  (508)  345-2151. 

Counseling  Services  will  be  offering  several  groups  and 
workshops  this  semesterbeginning  die  week  of  September 
20th.  These  include: 

-  Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics  Beginner's  Group,  Wednes- 
days, 3:30-5:00,  beginning  September  22nd  in  Bl6. 

-  Adult  Child  or  Alcoholics  Therapy  Group,  please  call 
X3 152  for  more  information. 

-  Past  Sexual  Trauma  Group  will  be  offered  at  two  different 
times.  Please  call  X3 1 52  ror  more  Mormation. 

-  Relationships  Group,  Thursdays,  3:30-500,  beginning 
September  23rd  in  B26/27. 

-  Meditation  Group,  Wednesdays,  3:30-5:00,  beginning 
September  23rd  in  B26/27. 

-  Meditation  Group,  Wednesdays,  3:30-5.00,  beginning 
September  22nd  in  B26/27. 

-  Gay,  Lesbian,  Bisexual  and  People  Questioning  Their 
Sexual  Identity  Group,  please  call  X3l52  for  more  informa- 
tion. 

-  Women's  Program  Series,  "How  the  Media  Influences 
Our  Lives",  October  7th,  300-4:30.  in  B26/27. 

-  Potential  groups  for  the  future  will  focus  on  eating  disor- 
ders and  coping  with  loss.  If  interested  in  attending  such 
groups,  students  should  contact  Counseling  Services. 

Come  join  us  to  share  learn  and  grow  together.  For  more 
information,  call  x3l52,  or  stop  by  the  Counseling  Services 
Office  on  the  3rd  floor  of  die  Hammond  Building  between 
200-3:00.  B 
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FREE  TRIPS  AND  MONEY!!  Individuals  and  Student 
Organizations  wanted  to  promote  the  Hottest  Spring  Break 
Destinationsl  the  nation's  leader.  Inter-Campus  Programs  1-800- 
327-6013. 


***FREE  TRIPS  &  CASH!*** 
Call  us  and  find  out  how  hundreds  of  students  are 
already  earning  FFEE  TRIPS  and  LOTS  OF 
CASH  with  Aznedca's  #1  Spring  Break 
company!  Choose  Cancun,  Bahamas,  Jamaica, 
Panama,  Daytona  or  Padre!  CALL  HOW! 
TAKE  A  BREAK  STUDENT  TRAVEL 
(800)  328-SAVE  or  (617)  424-8222 
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PUT  YOUR  DEGREE 
TO  WORK  WHERE 
IT  CAN  DO  A  WORLD 
OF  GOOD 


Your  first  job  after  graduation 
should  offer  you  more  than  just  a 
paycheck.  We  can  offer  you  an 
experience  that  lasts  a  lifetime. 

In  Peace  Corps,  you'll 
immerse  yourself  in  a  new  culture, 
learn  a  new  language,  receive 
training  and  develop  important 
skills. .  .and  help  to  improve  the 
lives  of  others  while  at  the  same 
time  enriching  your  own. 

In  science  or  engineering, 
PEACE  CORPS  ACTIVITIES  AT 


education,  agriculture,  health,  the 
environment,  and  many  other 
disciplines,  Peace  Corps  projects 
around  the  world  are  bringing 
help  to  where  it's 
needed...  in 
more  than  70 
countries  in 
Latin 

America,  Asia, 
Africa,  and 
Central  Europe. 
EITCHBURGH  STATE 


Information  Table 
Thursday,  October  14,  10:00  -  5:00 
Hammond  Campus  Center  G  Lobby 
Information  Meetings 
Thursday,  October  14  12:00  Noon  and  5:00  p.m. 
Hammond  Campus  Center  Room  G04 
Call  the  Peace  Corps 
617-565-5555  or  800-648-8052  ext.  266 


Today's  Minutemen  Know... 


...Loyalty,  Teamwork  &  Adventure 

Just  as  the  Minutemen  of  colonial  days  knew  the  value  of  loyalty,  teamwork  and  adventure, 
today's  minutemen  leam  the  same  virtues.  They  are  National  Guardsmen.  At  a  moment's  notice 
they  provide  disaster  relief  or  military  support  and  you  could  be  one  of  them. 

...A  Good  Deal  for  College 

Join  the  Massachusetts  Army  National  Guard  and  get  100%  Free  Tuition  to  Massachusetts 
state  colleges  and  universities.  You'll  also  receive  assistance  with  the  Montgomery  GI  Bill  AD  for 
only  about  one  weekend  a  month  and  two  weeks  a  year. 

The  National  Guard  is  all  about  loyalty,  teamwork,  adventure  and  education  and  it's  only  one 
phone  call  away.  Call  your  local  Massachusetts  Army  National  Guard  recruiter  today. 


MASSACHUSETTS 
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SSG  VALIS  508-534-4381 
OR  SGT  MARCHETTA  508-534-4381 

AmericansAtTheirBes 

The  Army  National  Guard  is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 
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Shear  Madness  a  cut  above  the  rest 


byKelliBottaand 
Danielle  Sullivan 
Strobe  staff 

Shear  Madness,  the  longest  run- 
ning play  in  Boston,  is  billed  as  a 
"hilarious  whodunit".  Performed 
at  the  Charles  Playhouse,  the  for- 
mat of  the  show  is  a  comedic  mur- 
der mystery  thatinvolvesaudience 
participation. 

In  it's  10  year  anniversary,  the 
success  of  the  play  continues  to 
astound  producers  Marilyn 
Abrams  and  Bruce  Jordan,  who 
never  expected  their  play  to  take  off 
jhewayitdid.  Not  only  isBoston's 
theatre  district  a  perfect  setting  for 
Shear  Madness,  but  so  is  Philadel- 
phia, Chicago,  Montreal,  Spain, 
and  even  Tel  Aviv,  Israel.  No 
matter  where  the  show  takes  place, 
the  audience  can  expect  the  same 
humorous  plot  along  with  some 
inside  jokes  associated  with  their 
city. 

The  setting  for  the  play  is  a  hair- 
dressing  salon  on  Newbury  Street 
underneath  an  apartment  building. 
A  famous  pianist  is  murdered  up- 
stairs from  the  salon.  Thefourchar- 
acters  who  were  in  the  building 
during  the  time  of  the  murder  are 
now  the  priame  suspects.  With  the 
helpof  the  audience,  two  detectives 
attempt  to  crack  the  case. 

The  Charles  Playhouse  has  a 


very  intimate  setting,  with  just  un- 
der 200 seats  thatsurround  the  stage 
in  a  semi-circle.  This  close  feeling 
enables  the  cast  to  interact  easily 
andcomfortably  with  the  audience. 
The  audience  must  pay  attention  to 
clues  given  because  after  the  mur- 
der is  committed,  the  stage  lights  go 
up,  and  the  audience  is  now  in- 
volved in  the  interrogation  of  the 
suspects. 

One  of  the  reasons  this  play  has 
been  around  for  so  long  is  that  the 
ending  of  every  performance  is  dif- 
ferent There  are  clues  for  every 
character  that  could  indict  them  as 
the  murderer,  and  whoever  is  most 
questioned  by  the  audience  will 
become  thekillerandconfess  to  the 
crime.  It  is  exciting  for  audience 
members  to  interactin  this  way  and 
be  given  almost  a  feeling  of  per- 
forming themselves. 

The  comedy  displayed  through- 
out the  play  is  top  notch  and  what 
really  shines  is  the  talent  that  the 
cast  members  have  for  improvisa- 
tion. Some  of  the  hilarious  jokes 
that  cameoff  the  tops  of  their  heads 
were  the  runniest  of  the  whole 
night 

With  a  truly  magical  mix  of 
great  acting,  stand-up,  mystery, 
suspense,  involvement  and  fun, 
Shear  Madness  has  proved  that  it  is 
a  cut  above  the  rest 


Shear  Madness  proves  night  after  night  why  it's  a  smash 
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Steeplejacks  dear  first  hurdle 


Steeplejacks  are  oft  and  running 


by  Kelli  Botta,  Jen  Cove,  and 
Danielle  Sullivan 
Strobe  staff 

On  Thursday,  September  23, 
ihenewsoundsofTheSteeplejacks 
filledtheUnion  Stop  Pub.  Opening 
act  Dan  Cray  set  the  stage  for  The 
Steeplejacks,  who  were  followed 
by  the  Acid  Clowns. 

Performing  for  the  first  time  in 
public,  Steeplejack  members  John 
Hunt  (bass  and  vocals),  formerly  of 
My  Brother  Zebulon.drummer 
Dave  (Davis)  Comeau  and  lead 


guitarist  and  vocalist  Ian 
Macintosh  surprised  the  audience 
with  their  professional  stage  pres- 
ence. Their  style  of  music  ranged 
from  a  heavy  grunge  sound  with  a 
punk  twist  that  almost  hitthe  indus- 
trial level.  The  Steeplejacks  set 
consisted  of  original  tunes  as  well 
as  some  covers  including  Jane's 
Addiction's  "Summertime  Rolls". 
The  overall  reaction  of  the 
crowd  was  positive.  Jason 
Murtagh,amemberoftheaudience. 
said  "The  Steeplejacks  are  human 
tornadoes!"  Others  in  attendance 


had  equally  supportive  comments 
for  the  band. 

The  "Jacks"  kept  a  smooth 
flowing  show,  interspersing  songs 
with  jokes  and  a  "Beavis  and 
Butlhead"  impersonation  by  Hunt 
The  sound  quality  however  was 
slightly  distorted  by  the  amplifiers. 
Peter  Johnson,  a  patron,  summed 
up  their  performance  by  saying, 
'T^rthefirsttimeeverin  frontof  an 
audience  they  performed  pretty 
well." 

All  in  all,  it  was  a  dollar  well 
spent 


ofleehouse  a  success 


THE  BARKING  DOG 


by  DARRYL  KlUSKOWSKI 


sixties  music  and  blues,  some  pop,  and  the  occasional  instrumental  guitar  riff,  including  one 

iron!  J-JOC /.Ty«iSOfi# 

The  evening  maintained  asteady  stream  ofinterest  with  u^  varied 
origmateabouttheBeikslfe 

"Puffthe  Magic  Dragon',and  many  otherold  favoru^suchasVanMorissonY'BrownEy^ 
Girl"  as  well  as  htefrom JamesTaylorandPaul  Simon.  Groverattempiedtoserveeveryone's 
tastes  with  medleys  of  different  artists  and  a  wealth  of  songs  in  their  entirety.  When  the 
revests  turned  tomostly  the  yeattiingsof  Beatles  fans,  Grover  kept  up  with  everything  from 
"You've  Gotto  Hide  YourLove  Away^to^Help"  and  a  sing  along  or'Yeflow  Submarine", 

I>jjing  the  performance  the  audience  often  contributed  rounds  of  applause,  whistles,  and 
atorc  rxiint  sQKientsevOTb^ 
the  crowded  audience  into  a  back^gro^ofveaces. 

Overall ,  Grove  was  a  tromendoiissjceessand  receivedastaridingovation  at  tbeconclusion 
of  the  night  It  was  a  good  time  for  all  in  atrertdance. 

„__ ,    :  .  .:■      .  :  .     ...  ■.,::  ..,,.:■■:.;.■  -  ,.  ■  :    :     .;.  .     ::  .     ..,,.. 
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True  Romance: 

a  twisted  love  story 


by  Shawn  Sullivan 
Staff  writer 

Picture,  if  you  will,  1992's 
"Reservoir  Dogs"  with  sweetener 
added.  As  written  by  newcomer 
Quentin  Tarantino,  "Dogs"  had  a 
bite  that  felt  like  David  Mamet  on  a 
binge  of  sadism  and  torture. 

Packed  with  bold  profanity  and 
squeamish  violence,  "Reservoir 
Dogs"  was  a  breath  of  fresh  air 
from  a  talented  new  screenwriter. 
With  'True  Romance",  Tarantino 
has  crossed  over  from  art  house 
storytelling  to  slick  commercial- 
ism. Asatwisted"dramedy"  about 
two  lovers  on  the  run,  'True  Ro- 
mance" remains  true  to  the 
Tarantino  style;  it  is  disarmingly 
sweet  at  times,  yet  gritty,  gory  and 
filled  with  bad  guys  at  others. 

And  what  bad  guys  they  are! 
The  villains  in  'True  Romance" 
are  slimy  enough  to  make  young 
lovers  Christian  Slater  and  Patricia 
Arquette  run  faster  than  Bonnie 
and  Clyde.  Gary  Oldman,  the  cha- 
meleon-like actor  who  has  por- 
trayed everyone  from  Dracula  to 
Lee  Harvey  Oswald  to  your  favor- 
ite great  aunt,  is  both  creepy  and 
intimidating  as  a  dreadlocked 


pimp.  And  Christopher  Walken, 
with  his  stone  cold  face  and  mo- 
notonously evil  voice,  is  a  calm- 
tempered  Mafia  boss  who  refuses 
to  tolerate  jabs  taken  at  his  Sicilian 
ethnicity.  Plant  these  two  bad  seeds 
and  their  henchmen  on  a  murder- 
ous search,  and  it  seems  as  though 
Slater  and  Arquette  don't  have  a 
prayer. 

If  it  seems  that  they  don't  have  a 
chance,  at  least  they  have  each 
other.  Slater  plays  Clarence,  a 
lonely  comic  book  store  employee 
with  very  little  excitement  in  his 
life.  Arquette  plays  Alabama,  an 
inexperienced  call  girl  from  Talla- 
hassee who  is  sent  to  Charlie  by  his 
boss  to  help  him  celebrate  his  birth- 
day. A  wonderful  night  of  business 
turns  to  pleasure  for  Alabama,  and 
the  two  lost  souls  find  romance. 
Their  love  story  starts  out  cute  and 
innocent,  but  becomes  deadly 
when  Clarence  takes  matters  into 
his  own  hand  and  ices  Alabama's 
vile  and  demeaning  pimp. 

Although  the  story  line  is  fairly 
conventional,  Tarantino  and  direc- 
tor Tony  Scott  ("The  Last  Boy 
Scout")  serves  it  up  with  plenty  of 
twists,  surprises  and  dazzling  loca- 
tions. Scenes  take  place  at  a  noisy 
airport,  in  a  steamy  phone  booth,  on 


a  speeding  rollercoaster,  and  on  top 
of  a  neon-lit  building,  to  name  a 
few.  There  is  one  sequence  in  the 
movie  that  drags,  but  outsideof  that 
small  stretch,  never  are  weboredby 
what  is  going  on  or  where  it  is 
happening. 

Along  with  the  villains,  the  good 
guys  are  equally  appealing.  Slater 
and  Arquette  are  likable  and  cheer- 
fully in  love,  never  letting  the  vio- 
lent shenanigans  come  between 
them.  Dennis  Hopper  is  Slater's 
father,  and  has  an  absolutely 
intense,defiant  scene  with 
Walken's  godfather. 

Brad  Pitt  is  hilarious  as  a  junkie 
who  takes  his  head  out  a  cloud  of 
smoke  just  long  enough  to  oblivi- 
ously give  the  bad  guys  directions 
when  they  come  looking  for  the  two 
lovers.  The  only  weakness  here  is  a 
brief  cameo  by  Val  Kilmer,  who  is 
given  a  few  needless  minutes  to 
impersonate  Elvis  whenever 
Clarence  needs  help  from  the 
voices  in  his  head. 

Tarantino  defines  the  individu- 
alities of  his  characters  by  supply- 
ing them  with  their  own  thoughts 
and  vulgar  ways  to  express  them 
and  Scottgives  them  enough  action 
to  speak  louder  than  their  words. 


The  Pursuit 
of  Happiness 
finds  nothing 


by  Brian  Fernandez 
Contributing  writer 


The  Pursuit  of  Happiness,  a  Toronto  based  band,  is  definitely 
goinginthe  wrong  direction  on  The  DownwardRoad,theirdebut 
album.  This  band  of  four  play  their  instruments  well,  but  with 
weaklyricsandarottenleadsingertheyaredraggeddown.  There 
is  a  hard  side  to  the  material,  but  nothing  that  will  knock  a  person 
off  their  feet 

The  first  song  on  the  album,  "Cigarette  Dangles",  is  basically 
a  weak  little  poem.  "Pressing  Lips",  the  fifth  track,  is  an  acoustic 
tune  where  lead  singer  Moe  Berg's  voice  is  at  its  worst.  It's  a 
shame  because  without  Berg  this  band  really  would  have  some 
potential.  "BoredofYou"  is  an  attempt  to  get  heavy,  although  due 
to  terrible  lyrics  it  was  impossible  to  sit  through. 

The  only  bright  spot  on  the  album  is  "Love  Theme  From 
TPOH',  where  the  band  jams  out  and  Berg  doesn't  blurt  out  a 
word.  It  shows  how  great  the  band  is  without  the  lead  singer. 
"Crashing  Down"  seems  to  be  a  tune  influenced  by  the  Chili 
Peppers  but  is  sung  by  guess  who,  and  you  can  guess  what 

The  Downward  Road  is  a  definite  disappointment  and  nothing 
can  be  found  with  the  Pursuit  of  Happiness. 


Thanks  to  Loews  Theatre  in  Leominster : 


qIOAAJj 


BARBER  STYLISTS 
"For  The  Gentleman  and  The  Lady" 

Phone:  343-8422      Walk-in  or  Appoinlments 
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WELCOME  BACK  FSC  STUDENTS! 

*  BRING  THIS  AD,  GET  $2  OFF  HAIRCUT 

*  SPECIALIZING  IN  FLAT  TOPS,  ALL  THE  NEW  HAIR  DESIGNS 

*  FEATURING  REDKEN,  NEXXUS,  JOICO  HAIR  PRODUCTS 

VISIT  %t(iliaA  ON  THURSDAY  NIGHTS -LIVE  MUSIC,  NO  COVER 

Joey's  and  The  Cellar  are  located  on  Mill  St  in  downtown  Fitchburg  next  to  the 

parking  garage 


Subject  suffering  from 
Credit  Card  Theft  Nervosa. 


Subject  after  receiving  Citibank 
Classic  Visa  Photocard. 


The  Psychology  behind 

the  Citibank  Classic  Visa  card,  and  the 

emotional  security  of  the  Photocard.  The  citibank  classic  visa- 

instills  in  students  feelings  of  safety,  security,  and  general  wellness  not  unlike  those  experienced 
in  the  womb.  Therefore,  it  is  the  mother  of  all  credit  cards.  \  Some  experts  attribute  these  feelings 
to  the  Citibank  Photocard,  the  only  credit  card  with  your  photo  on  it.  A  voice  inside  says,  "This 
is  me,  really  me."  (As  opposed  to,  "Who  the  heck  is  that?"— a  common  response  to  the  photo 

on  one's  driver's  license.)  It's  an  immediate  form  of 
ID,  a  boost  to  your  self-image.  \  Of  course  if  your  card  is 
ever  lost  or  stolen  and  a  stranger  is  prevented  from  using  it, 
you'll  feel  exceptionally  good  (showing  no  signs  of  Credit 
Card  Theft  Nervosa),  f  Other  experts  point  to  specific 
services,  such  as  The  Lost  Walletm  Service  that  can  replace 
your  card  usually  within  24  hours.  Or  the  24-Hour  Cus- 
tomer Service  line,  your  hotline,  if  you  will,  for  any  card- 
related  anxiety  whatsoever.  \  Further  analysis  reveals  three 
services  that  protect  the  purchases  you  make  on  the  Citibank 
Classic  Visa  card,  at  no  additional  cost.  1.  Buyers  Security ""  can  cover  them  against  accidental 
damage,  fire  or  theft,  for  90  days  from  the  date  of  purchase1  (preventing,  of  course,  Insecurity). 
2.  Citibank  Lifetime  Warranty ""  allows  one  to  extend  the  warranty  for  the  expected  service 
life  of  eligible  products  up  to  12  years.2  3.  And  Citibank  Price  Protection  assures  you  of  the  best 
price.  You  need  only  see  the  same  item  advertised  in  print  for  less,  within  60  days,  and  Citibank 
will  refund  the  difference  up  to  $150'  (hence  no  Post  Purchase  Depression).  \  Special  student 
savings  are  particularly  therapeutic.  There's  the  free  Citibank  Calling  Service  "from  MCI  to  save 
up  to  26%  on  long  distance  calls  versus  AT&T.3  (You're  encouraged  to  call  Mom  and  Dad  regu- 
larly preventing  Parenta  Non-Supportus.)  And  a  $20  Airfare  Discount4  on  any  domestic  flight. 
(Case  studies  indicate  that  a  Fear  of  Flying  is  overcome  when  Spring  Break  in  sunny  Florida  is  a 
possibility.)  Not  to  mention  the  low  variable  interest  rate  of  15.4%5  and  no  annual  fee  for  college 
students.  \  Suffice  it  to  say,  you'll  have  a  credit  card  you  can  depend  on  while  building  a  credit 
history.  So  call  1-800-CITIBANK,  extension  19,  to  apply  over  the  phone  (students  don't 
need  a  job  or  a  cosigner)  or  to  have  your  photo  added 
to  your  Citibank  Classic  Visa  card,  f  If  we  say  that  a 
sense  of  Identity  is  the  first  component  of  the  Citibank 
Classic  Visa  card,  a  sense  of  Security  the  second,  and 
a  sense  of  Autonomous  Will  from  your  newfound 
financial  independence  the  third,  don't  be  crazy... Call. 


CITIBANKO 


CLASSIC 

UZ8  0012  3^Sb  18*10 

UHU  VAUCt  ygSA 


Not  just  Visa.  Citibank  Visa. 


'Certain  conditions  and  exclusions  apply.  Please  refer  to  your  Summary  of  Additional  Program  Information.  Buyers  Security  is  underwritten  by  The  Zurich  International 
UK  Limited.  :Certain  restrictions  and  limitations  apply.  Underwritten  by  the  New  Hampshire  Insurance  Company.  Service  life  expectancy  varies  by  product  and  is  at 
least  the  minimum  based  on  retail  industry  data.  Details  of  .coverage  are  available  in  your  Summary  of  Additional  Program  Information.  'Savings  claim  is 
based  on  a  lO-minule  night/weekend  call  in  the  1.91 1  to  3.000  mileage  band  using  MCFs  Card  Compatibility  rates  vs.  AT&T's  standard  calling  card  rates,  effective 
4/93.  Citibank  Calling  Service  long  distance  usage  cannot  be  applied  to  obtain  benefits  under  any  other  MCI  partner  program  or  offer,  including  travel  award  programs. 
■"Offer  expires  6/30/94.  Minimum  ticket  purchase  price  is  $100.  Rebates  are  for  Citibank  student  cardmembers  on  tickets  issued  by  ISE  Flights  only.  -The  Annual  Percentage 
Rate  for  purchases  is  I5.4f/r  as  of  8/93  and  may  vary  quarterly.  The  Annual  Percentage  Rate  for  cash  advances  is  19.8#.  If  a  finance  charge  is  imposed,  the 
minimum  is  50  cents.  There  is  an  additional  finance  charge  for  each  cash  advance  transaction  equal  to  2r/r  of  the  amount  of  each  cash  advance  transaction;  however, 
it  will  not  be  less  than  $2.00  or  greater  than  $10.00.  Monarch*  Notes  are  published  by  Monarch  Press,  a  division  of  Simon  &  Schuster,  a  Paramount  Communications 
Company.  Used  by  permission  of  the  publisher.  Citibank  credit  cards  are  issued  by  Citibank  (South  Dakota).  N.A.  ©1993  Citibank  (South  Dakota),  N.A.  Member  FDIC 


The  Monarch®  Notes  Version: 

The  Citibank  Classic  card  gives 
students  peace  of  mind,  protection 
against  Freud— or  rather  fraud— a 
low  rate  and  no  fee.  Apply  today. 
Call  1-800-CITIBANK,  ext.  19 
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PHILADELPHIA  DAILY  NEWS 

Philadelphia 
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THI5  ifk  REPORT  CRITICAL  Of  &0NDHAHP 
6M0KE  MI'S!  BE  WITHDRAWN! 


THEY  MU5TNT  K  ALLOWED  TO  MANIPULATE  FOLKS  WITH  BAD 
SCIENCE,  FAULTY  STATISTICS  AND  ULTERIOR  MOTIVES! 


Distributed  by  Tribune  Media  Services 


Pregnant  Pause  40r 


BfAMhoaf  Rubhie,  Jr. 


When  cartoon  characters  get  fed-up* 


Cliffs   StudyWare  For 


Review  Axo 

PREPARE  AtNoLIR 

Oivk  Pace. 


COURSE    SURVIVAL   COURSE. 


Get  the  most  out  of  your  study  time  by  focusing  on  what  you 
need  to  know.  Cliffs  StudyWane®  has  the  most  comprehensive 
course  review  programs  available  for  your  computer  Get  a 
free  Test  Survival  Kit,  details  at: 


Fitchburg  State  College  Bookstore 


I 


The  Strobe  wants  you!!! 


Weneed: 

Writers  Production  staff 

Photographers  Copy  Editors 

Business  Majors  Advertising  Help 


Come  to  our  weekly  meetings 

Thursdays  at  1:30 

in  The  Strobe  office, 

located  off  of  the  Commuter  Cafeteria. 


Become  part  of  the  f92  -  !93 
Organization  of  the  Year!!! 
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FSC  sports  wrap-up 


CRAFTYS  CORNER 


by  Michael  Gordon 
Strobe  Staff 


The  1993  fell  Falcon  teams  are 
off  and  running.  Most  of  the  teams 
are  playing  exceptionally  well 
and  those  teams  with  not  so  im- 
pressive records  are  better  than 
their  standings  indicate. 

In  particular  has  been  the  com- 
petitive play  on  the  gridiron.  The 
Falcon's  football  team  has  suf- 
fered two  tough  losses  and  a  tie. 
Despite  their  losses,  the  team's 
morale  has  gone  unblemished. 
They  are  extremely  confident 


abouttheremainderofthe  season. 

In  addition,  FSC  has  installed  a 
new  lighting  system  at  the  Robert 
Eliot  field.  The  team  is  scheduled 
tDplaytwonightgamesnextyear. 
Hopefully  this,  along  with  a  few 
wins,  will  attractagood  recruiting 
class  for  the  future. 

And  in  its  inaugural  season,  the 
women's  soccer  team  has  been 
awesome.  Posting  a  3-1  record, 
they  have  been  a  dominating 
force.  Led  by  outstanding  captain 
Ginger  Boermeester,  they  are 
aiming  for  a  title. 

Speaking  of  offensive  prow- 
ess, the  field  hockey  team  looks 


like  the  Pittsburgh  Penguins. 
They  have  a  similar  playing  style 
to  the  soccer  team;  they  play  in  the 
opponent's  end  of  the  field 
throughout  the  game. 

Continuing  its  winning  ways 
have  been  the  women's  cross- 
country and  men's  soccer  teams. 
Both  will  be  major  forces  in  their 
conferences. 

It  has  been  a  long  time  since  we 
have  had  so  many  great  and  excit- 
ing teams  at  FSC  at  one  time. 
Come  out  and  support  your 
teams.  Boost  the  athletic  depart- 
ment. 


FSC  athletes  shine 


Afterthree  weeks  of  fall  sports,  several  of  our  athletes  have  received  league 
honors  for  their  outstanding  play.  Let's  mention  them: 

Ginger  Boermeester-  Women  Js  Soccer  MASCAC  Player  of  the  Week 

Owen  Bard-  Football:  NEFC  Defensive  Player  of  the  Week 

DaveMambrx)-ftx>u^^ 

MikeBarry-Foothall:ECACPlay^oftheWeek,WAFAPlayeTofuTeWeek 

CONGRATULATIONS! 


by  Stephen  B  Crafts 
Staff  writer 


So,  you're  looking  at  the  standings  and  you  see  the  Sox  10 
games  back.  "ButCrafty ,"  you  say,  "What  happened?  According 
to  you,  they  were  supposed  to  beon  topof  their  division.  This  was 
supposed  to  be  the  year!"  Well,  I  reply  with  only  one  word,  and 
I  think  you  all  know  what  that  word  is...Roger. 

Let's  cut  through  all  the  BS,  shall  we?  A  typicalRoger  Clemens 
year  puts  the  Sox ,  at  the  very  least,  two  to  three  games  back  going 
into  the  final  week.  It's  that  simple. 

True,  Roger  Clemens  is  human.  True,  Roger  Clemens  is 
allowed  to  havean  off  year.  But,  if  all  this  is  true,  the  Sox  are  going 
to  finish  no  better  than  what  they  did.  To  win,  you  need  your 
franchise  player  to  haveafranchiseplayeryear.  AndRoger  didn't 
even  have  an  average  season. 

I'm  not  bitter.  I'm  not  bitching.  I'm  simply  stating  fact  Hey, 
the  Sox  made  a  great  run  at  the  pennant  For  a  month  they  were 
untouchable.  They  made  it  fun.  But  they  just  didn't  have  the 
"man"  to  keep  the  glue  together  when  things  began  to  fall  apart 
Case  closed.  Now  lets  go  out  and  get  Marquis  Grissom,  acatcher 
who  can  make  a  difference,  and  we'll  see  ya'  in  '94! 

Now  let's  take  a  look  at  the  rest  of  the  league.  Writing  this  not 
too  long  ago  would' ve  meant  talking  about  four  divisional  races. 
But  somehow,  it  has  all  been  reduced  to  one. 

A  JL.  East  -  hate  'em  or  not,  ya  gotta  respect  the  Toronto  Blue 
Jays.  Pat  Gillick,  is  he  the  gutsiest  guy  in  baseball  or  what?  When 
four  teams  were  within  three  games  of  the  lead,  and  the  club's 
essential  need  is  pitching,  what  does  he  do?  Answer  Acquire 
Rickey  Henderson.  Sure,  maybe  Rickey  hasn'tdoneexactly  what 
Rickey  can  do  in  his  stint  with  theJays,buthe'sstillagreatplayer. 
And  the  Jays  went  out  and  got  him.  Rickey's  presence  has  made 
a  terrific  impact 

AJL  West  -  What  happened  to  the  Rangers?  Simple.  Almost 
thesameastheRedSox:  lossof  their  franchise  player.Noone  can 
tell  me  that  having  roughly  20-30  more  home  runs  and  60  RBI's 
from  Jose  Canseco  wouldn't  give  the  Rangers  the  divisional  title. 

NL.  East  -  Thanks  to  the  Expos,  and  a  little  slide  by  the  Phillies, 
what  was  at  one  point  a  runaway ,  turned  into  a  race.  B  ut  the  Phils 
and  MVP,  Len  'Dude'  Dykstra  have  pretty  much  sewn  it  up.  But, 
ya'  gotta  love  those  Expos.  Wait  till  next  year. 

NJL.  West  -  Ahh,  finally,  a  race.  All  I  can  say  is,  damn,  I  hate 
the  Braves!  Love  Ron  Gam,  but  hate  those  Braves.  Ultimately, 
baseball  euphoria  will  be  achieved  if  the  Giants  can  make  up  the 
game  and  a  half  to  force  a  one  game  playoff  in  San  Fran.  Stay 
tuned. 


Withthis,pi      Mi  these,  you 
can  sare  for  years,  can  save  right  now 


Apple  Macintosh 

Color  Classic9  4/89,  Built-in  10" 

Color  Monitor  and  Apple  Keyboard  II. 

$999 


Apple  Macintosh       *ml^^Apple  PowerBook™  145B  4/80, 
LC  III  4/80,  Apple  Basic  Color  Monitor     -Built-in  Keylmard  &  10"  Backlit 
&  Apple  Keyboard  11.         Super  Twist  Monochrome  Display. 

$1313  $1342 


That  penny  jar  on  your  dresser 

Now,  you  can  get  substantial  savings  on  these  Macintosh*  per-  call  1-800-877-4433,  ext.  40.  Or,  visit  your  Apple  campus  represen- 
sonal  computers,  To  order  yours  direct  from  Apple-  and  to  find  out  tative  today.  And  discover  the  power  more  college  students  ^ 
about  special  student  financing  with  the  Apple9  Computer  Loan*-     choose.  The  power  of  Macintosh.  The  power  to  be  your  best!  V 
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Football  season  outlook  promising 


by  Sean  McCarthy 
Contributing  writer 


Despite  the  fact  that  they  are 
winless  after  their  firstthree  games, 
Fitchburg  football  is  on  the  vergeof 
a  promising  season. 

The  team's  record  is  0-2-1,  with 
both  losses  coming  in  the  final 
quarter  of  play.  The  team  is  an- 
chored by  a  tenacious  defense  led 
by  junior  co-captain  Mike  Barry. 
New  head  coach  Mike 
Woessner  has  injected  his  young 
team  with  enthusiasm  and  opti- 
mism. There  is  so  much  parity 
throughoutthe  New  England  Foot- 
ball Conference  that  coach 
Woessner  should  not  have  to  wait 
long  for  his  first  victory. 

Although  the  offense  is  strug- 
gling, they  have  shown  signs  of 
improvement  Senior  co-captain 
Tom  Murray,  a  four  year  starter, 
leads  a  mostly  inexperienced  of- 
fensive line.  However,  this  line 
could  be  the  biggest  in  the  league. 
Besides  Murray,  there  are  two  in- 
timidating freshman.  Joe  LaCorte 
and  Howard  "Snake"  Bowie  are  as 
large  as  Division  1  lineman  and  are 
expected  to  improve  with  experi- 
ence. 

In  week  one,  Fitchburg  played 
host  to  Western  New  England  Col- 
lege. Both  teams  showed  signs  of 
early  season  jitters,  but  the  Falcons 
struck  first  with  a  nifty  screen  pass 
to  senior  tailback  Chad  Smith. 
Smith  broke  loose  after  a  great 


block  from  Bowie  and  jaunted  71 
yards  for  the  score. 

The  Falcons  then  became  some- 
what ineffective  and  couldn't  sus- 
tain a  successful  drive.  Thedefense 
took  things  into  their  own  hands 
and  gave  the  Falcon's  their  next 
score.  Junior  defensive  end  Owen 
Bard  intercepted  a  screen  pass  and 
scampered  67  yards  untouched. 
The  Falcon  defense  continued  to 
frustrate  the  WNEC  offense  from 
then  on.  Freshman  Charlie 
Ambroult  had  two  pickoffs  and 
Shane  S  week  contributed  with  two 
pass  breakups. 

Late  in  the  game  with  the  score 
even,  theFalcons  were  threatening. 
But  as  FSC  lined  up  for  the  game 
winning  field  goal,  they  were  pe- 
nalized The  mfraction  proved  to  be 
costlyasa47yardfieldgoal  attempt 
by  Jack  Naylor  fell  just  inches 
short  The  game  ended  in  a  12-12 
tie. 

The  second  week,  the  Falcons 
traveled  to  Framingham  State  to 
face  the  Rams'  aerial  assault 
Framingham  is  led  by  senior  wide 
receiver,  Rod  Patten.  The  Falcons 
got  on  the  board  first  after  Dave 
Mambros'sfumblerecoveryonthe 
Framingham  32  yard  line.  From 
there  Chad  Smith  dashed  around 
the  end  for  his  second  touchdown 
of  the  season. 

However,  on  the  ensuing  kick 
off,  it  was  the  speedy  Patten  who 
returned  the  ball  89  yards  for  the 
touchdown.  Framingham  went  for 
the  tie,  but  botched  up  the  kick  and 


The  FSC  football  team  shows  potential  despite  their  record 


carried  it  in  for  2  points,  and  aRams 
lead. 

Quarterback  Steve  Nelson  put 
the  Falcons  back  on  the  board  with 
a31  yard  pass  to  Matt  Kiggins.  The 
Ram  offense  quickly  retaliated 
witha40yard  strike  to  tie  the  game. 
But  the  Falcon  defense  was  the 
story  once  again .  Mike  Barry  regis- 
tered a  slew  of  tackles  gaining  him 
aspoton  theNewEnglandFootball 
Conference  honor  roll.  Also, 
NEFC  Player  of  the  Week,  Dave 
Mambro,  blocked  2  kicks  and  re- 
covered a  key  fumble. 

Eventually,  the  Falcon  defense 
was  worn  down.  After  three  unsuc- 
cessful field  goal  attempts,  the  Ram 


kicker  booted  a  35  yard  field  goal 
with  16  seconds  left  in  the  game  to 
win. 

Next  an  explosive  and  highly 
ranked  Westfield  State  Owl  team 
came  to  FSC.  This  was  supposed  to 
be  the  Falcon's  toughest  test  A 
safety  early  in  the  first  quarter  gave 
Westfield  a  two  point  lead.  But 
midway  through  the  second  quar- 
ter, freshman  tailback  Frank  Trioto 
exploded  though  the  left  side  for  a 
79  yard  touchdown.  The  Falcons 
wentintothehalfwithashocking7- 
2  lead. 

In  the  third,  Westfield  came  out 
hungry.  Quarterback  Todd  Kiley 
scored  onabootleg  around  theright 
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side.  The  Falcon  offense  began  to 
sputter,  and  in  the  fourth  while 
pinned  deep  in  their  own  end, 
Fitchburg  was  forced  to  punt. 
Westfield  jumped  on  the  opportu- 
nity and  sent  everyone  but  the 
coach  to  block  the  kick  The  suc- 
cessful block  gave  the  Owls  the 
field  position  they  needed  to  ensure 
the  victory.  Derek  LaPage  threw  a 
perfect  pass  to  a  wide  open  Tim 
Peters.  The  Owls  never  looked 
back 

Although  the  team  is  winless, 
they'replayingsomegreatfootball, 
and  it  shouldn't  be  long  at  all  until 
they  register  their  first  well  de- 
served win. 


Men's,  women's  soccer  teams  off  to  great  start 


by  Greg  Masse 
Contributing  writer 


The  FSC  women's  soccer  team 
isofftoaflyingstart  in  their  maiden 
season.  After  four  games  the  team 
is  3-1 .  No  one  really  knew  how  the 
team  would  perform,  but  they  have 
been  nothing  less  than  outstanding. 
In  the  opening  game  at  New 
England  College,  FSC  won  in  dra- 
matic fashion.  With  the  game  tied 
at  two,  captain  Ginger 
Boermeester  blasted  home  the 
winner  for  her  second  tally  of  the 


game.  The  other  score  came  from 
sophomore  Andrea  Kane.  These 
two  really  worked  well  together. 

When  Lesley  College  came  to 
Fitchburg  for  the  home  opener, 
FSC  was  ready.  The  ladies  came 
out  running  as  they  annihilated 
Lesley  5-0.  And  with  7  points  in  2 
games,  Ginger  Boermeester  re- 
ceived MASCAC  Player  of  the 
Week. 

Next  on  the  hit  list  was  Pine 
Manor.  But  due  toalack  of  players, 
Pine  Manor  was  forced  to  forfeit 
TheFalconrecordincreasedto  3-0. 

The  team  then  traveled  to  Regis 


College  for  game  4.  After  a  very 
fast  paced,  up  and  down  game,  the 
ladies  came  up  short  The  high 
powered  offense  was  shut  down 
most  of  the  game.  The  squad  got 
their  first  taste  of  defeat  in  a  tough 
1-0  loss. 

With  the  way  the  team  has  been 
playing,  there's  no  telling  just  how 
far  they'll  go,  hopefully  to  a  league 
title. 

The  men's  soccer  team  is  also 
off  to  a  great  start  They  have  won 
2  of  their  first  3  games.  Last  season 
the  Falcons  finished  third  in  the 
division  with  a  record  of  10-5-2. 


This  year's  expectations  are  just  as 
high  for  a  combination  of  reasons. 

"I  think  we  should  do  better  this 
season  since  wehavealotof  return- 
ing starters,  which  brings  more  ex- 
perience to  the  team,"  said  John 
Toney,  a  sophomore  starter. 

Trie  Falcons  opened  the  season 
at  home  against  Western  New  En- 
gland College.  The  game  was 
scoreless  for  aperiod  and  half  until 
TakashiAdachi  scored  to  giveFSC 
the  1-0  lead.  It  didn't  take  the  Fal- 
cons long  to  increase  their  lead  as 
Erik  Ringuette  blazed  the  second 


goal  past  the  outstretched  WNEC 
netminder.  Fitchburg  edged  out 
WNEC  by  a  2-1  score. 

The  Falcons  took  their  act  on  the 
road  against  a  much  weaker 
Framingham  State  squad. 
Fitchburg  increased  their  record  to 
2-0  by  crushing  the  Rams  7-1. 
There  were  seven  different  scorers 
for  the  Falcons  on  this  day. 

When  UMass-Lowell  came  to 
town,FSC  washandedits  firstloss. 
Despite  another  great  effort, 
UMass  squeaked  by  with  a  4-2 
victory. 


Field  hockey  team  nets  two  wins 


by  Bill  McGunigle 
and  Mike  Gordon 
Strobe  staff 


After  just  two  games,  the 
Fitchburg  field  hockey  team  ap- 
pears tobeaforce  to  be  reckoned 
with  in  Division  3. 

The  Falcons  opened  the  sea- 
son on  a  cold  andrainy  Tuesday . 
Nevertheless,  they  mumped  a 
hapless  Nichols  team  7-0.  In 
game  two  as  well,  they  buried 
Western  New  England  College 
5-1. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  best 
defense  is  a  good  offense.  This 
point  was  clearly  illustrated  in 
these  two  games.  Nichols 
struggled  all  day  long.  They 
were  unable  to  muster  any  form 
of  attack.  When  they  were  fortu- 
nate enough^)  work  the  ball  past 


midfield,  Nichols  was  quickly 
thwarted  by  the  Falcon  defense. 

FSC's  Casey  Bromage  opened 
up  the  scoring  just  minutes  into  the 
game.  This  was  only  the  beginning 
of  a  long  and  arduous  afternoon  for 
the  shell-shocked  netminder.  Co- 
captain  Amy  Kosiewski  followed 
with  a  brilliant  tally.  The  senior 
drove  through  heavy  traffic,  pulled 
up  short  in  the  slot  and  rifled  a  shot 
past  the  beleaguered  goalkeeper. 
Moments  later,  Erika  Oliver 
pounced  on  a  loose  ball  in  front  of 
the  net  and  drilled  it  home. 
Fitchburg  remained  on  cruise  con- 
trol as  Wendy  Gagliani  closed  out 
the  first  half  scoring  with  two  more 
goals. 

In  the  second  half,  the  Falcons 
scored  two  more  times  with  goals 
from  Oliver  and  Bromage  respec- 
tively. After  cruising  to  an  impres- 
sive 7-0  win,  the  team  traveled  to 


Western  NewEngland  College. 
At  WNEC,  the  Falcons  con- 
tinued to  showcase  their  potent 
offense.  Amy  Kosiewski  led  the 
way  with  two  outstanding 
goals.  Other  scores  came  from 
Oliver,  Gagliani,  and  Bromage. 
Final  score  was  5-1  Falcons. 

Not  seen  on  the  scoring 
sheet  but  not  going  unnoticed, 
has  been  the  inspirational  play 
of  senior  co-captain,  Lisa 
Chiarenza.  Her  relentless  hustle 
and  determination  in  the 
midfieldkepttheFalconoffense 
in  the  opposition's  zone  all  day. 
A  driving  force  behind  all 
their  success  is  first  year  head 
coach,  Lisa  Valardi.  Coach 
Valardi  is  a  former  field  hockey 
star  who  "really  knows  her 
stuff,"  saidErikaOliver.  "Weall 
respect  her." 
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